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Tumtry-Fourtn Concress, Ist S 10N. 
aa aan 
veneral information, tha one of ti very tesis and 
the basis of the movement OSV ho ty to 
the Catholie religion, and to m¢ who wer orn 
abroad, so fi t rds ! dy real 
Y oh Ih t} count j rh nv i idl 
whether that is not one of the ob 

A Menober, (correcting M JoNES Not to 
vote for Catholes or foreigners. 

Mr. JONES Yes, I stand corrected. JT wish 
to put the que ion Inashape that my friend from 
Kentucky will und rsti ! Kk wl 
Was not made wit before bye uid 
beeome a me ola r of the so-called A un 
party or Know Nothing party, he had to give a 
pled: , or oath, or affirmation, or n i hat 
he would never vote fora man for any publi 
office whose religion is Roman Catholic, or who 


was born abroad. 
Mr. MARSH \L . 
of the genth 
doubted; 
hibited 
has subj feted 


to his rer 


Mr 


man mterrog, 





} 


al d His C¢ 


eourse OI Ci 


the 





.. 
WYKS 


po ed that in entering into Know Nc ¥ 
council or into the American order L had sev ly 
given any such test, then the gentleman's want of 
courtesy would be exhibited in attempting to 
catechise me beforea } tblie trib las toa pont 
on which he supposed Iwas bound to 

Mr. JONES. I did not say ret t did not 


mean that. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Very 
have already 


} % 
have 


y expr leman, a 
already expressed to the country, that | 
in favor of—and tha 





was ho a ’ the 
American order to pr eo larvest liberty of 
conscience and religion. : will now say. su , that 
1 would spill my blood, were nec ry, to 
woteet the Catholic in his right of consciences and 
fis right of worship, just as quickly as 1 would 
to protect the Protestant in th me richt: and 
[ believe, would the whole American party. 

But I have already stated, and in answer to th 
gentlema n’s question, [now repeat, that if you 
will exhibit to me a Catholie who beli ves that 


he owt 


sa political allegiance—con ed, if you 
choose, under the term of eeelesiastical rule or 
other rule—to a spiritual master beyond the scas 


higher than the duty he owes 


to the Constitu- 


tion, I neither vote for that man, nor support 
him, nor entertain him for any p yOlitical station. 


[General appli tuse 10 the Hall }and ¢ alleries. J 

Mr. JONES. Willmy friend from Keatueky 
allow me to say that lL coneur with him in that 
sentiment ? . 


Mr. MARSHALL. T have no doubt at all, 
Mr. Clerk, that if | had an opportunity to put 


the gentleman 
instruction, I 
Pa. ] 

But he says that my etion here 
a misconstruction of that resolution. 
As I said before, I do not 


ness of the di claration, 


(Mr. 


could 


Jones] through a course of 
initiate him before nicht. 
obj arises from 
Not So, Sir. 
compla nof the broad- 
because it } 


is only what 





the American party had a right to exp ct. Ido 
not complain of the friends of this Administra- 
tion In making that declaration, beeause alt 





it may be 
have be 


unreasonable, 





and althouch it n 
t 


‘n offered in the wrong arena, a ey 
were pledged to it by the executive Admini stra- 
tion, and they might as well adh it ° their 
lecislative declaration. It is a co) aiieaal man- 


ifesto for the ear ny it is the 


battle 1356. The 


npaig the 
centlemen exhibited 
the smartness of political tacticians in choosing 
their own ground; and it will be the folly of 
American party, no matter from what qui 
that party f they do nof teach tho 


first wun in 
1 
havi 


the 





irter 








comes, i I se ven- 
th men th eee ee while Ina majority he re, the 
Americans will make the issues, and the cam- 
paign will be conducted on such issues as that 


majority chooses 
choose to assume. 

[ cannot act here with any party, and I will not 
act with any party in the country which drives to 


sectionalism, and promises by its 


4A : 


to present, not such as they 


prmc ple ; of 
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these petitions rs ask should be paid were paid 
under the treaty of Louisiana of 1803. Now, th 
whole question is reduce ad toa question of fact. 
If it be true that these claims were paid under 
the treaty of aay there ought to be an ¢ nd of 
them. ITf.on the other hand, it be not true—and 
that is the only eToUu id upon Whic h the veto is 
founded—the claims ou rht to be paid. 

When the message came in at the last session, 
I was conscious of the fact that there did exist 
in the De partment of State testimony that would 
conclusively refute the foundation “upon which 
the whole messave proceeded, There j kena W 
could be found the names of all the claimants who 
were pad under the treaty of 1803, and there 
also were the names of the clatmants for nee ni- 


nities for spoliations con:mitted by the I" re 
prio. to TS00. The two lists have been since 
published, and it appears that not a single one 


of those who ask for jndemn ly from this Gov 
ernment on account of these spoliati ms IS In- 
cluded in the payments made under the treaty of 
1803. | forbear to go on with the discussion; 
I rose only to make this remark; but at some 
future day I shall call up these petitions for th 
purpose of considering the subject more fully. 

The PRESIDENT. The petitions will lie 
upon the table. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, That Reuben Wood have leave to withdraw his 
petiuon and papers. 

On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That Richard S$. Coxe have leave to withdraw 
his petilion and papers, for the purpose of presentation to 
the Court of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 

Ordered, ‘That John Spencer have leave to withdraw his 
memorial and papers fromthe tiles of the Senate, in order 
to present tiem to the Court of Clains. 

On motion by Mr. YOLEE, it was 

Ordered, That the papers of John Tucker be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


PENSION LAWS. 


On motion by Mr. FOO'T, it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhatthe Committee on Pensions be directed to 
Inquire dato the expediency of extendmg the benetits of the 
existing pension laws to the surviving Olficers and soldiers 
of the war of 1812, and to the widows and minor children 
of those who are deceased. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BUTLER gave notive of his intention t 
ask leave to introduce a bill in relation to punish- 
ment in the penitentiaries. 

ERRONEOUS REFERENCE. 

. EVANS. Mr. President, some days ago 
a a tition of William Ande rson, ey aying for re- 
muneration for losses sustained 1 
of the death of his brother of ae contracted in 
the military service during the last war with Great 
Britain, was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. That committee do not consider 
this as a case coming within their province e, and 
they have therefore directed me to report it back 
to the Senate, and ask to be dise *harged from its 
consideration, and that it be referred to the proper 
committee. It should go —_ rly either to _ 
Committee on Claims or the Committee on Mil 
tary Affairs, I do not know which. 

The PRESIDENT. The Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims will be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
Pots Wager, jr., late a master in the United 
States Navy, remonstrating against the action of 
the Naval Joard, appointed under the act of Feb- 
ruary 28, 1855; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I rise to 
present the memorial of Uriah Levy, late 
captain in the Navy of the United States, com- 
plaining of the illegal action, in his case, of the 
Siig board of naval “office rs, whereby he has been 
stricken from the rolls, and praying Congress to 
ass a law annulling, as to him, the re port and 
indine of the board, and restoring him to his 
former place in the Navy; praying also the Sen- 
ate, in the mean time, to sus spend action on the 
nomination, if any should be made , of any person 
to fill the place he held. I move that it be referred 


oO 


consequence 


to the Committ on Naval Affairs: and I 

they will think it worthy of avery careful Pp rusal 
and examination. It is a paper drawn up with 
freat ability. The term and purposes of 

ut of Congress ; vel carefully rutin dl 
and a rtamed, for tl purpose of Wine that 
{ ei do not come with I ’ of 
legislation desivned by the passage of that law 


The memorial was referred to the Committ 
on Naval Affairs 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 


ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish the Senate witha copy of the pro lings of the 
bunrd of navy officers, appointed under the act of Congre 
passed on the @sth dav of February, 1855, entitled ** An 
act lo promote the etficieney of the Navy? embracing 
veh charges as have been preierred agaist the several 
officers of the Navy who have been dismissed trom the 
publie service or plaeccd on the rved hist 

If there be no obj ction, [ should like to have 
this resolution considered now, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I would suggest to my 
. r - 1 . Nee 
friend from ‘Tennessce, a tl Chairman of thi 

‘ . An x . : 
Committee on Naval Affturs [Mr. Matiory] is 
absent, the ty of sufferme this resolution 
to li ovVvel morrow or tii next day, is 
he is exp from day to day. 





‘Tennessee. If the Senator 
objects to the resolution, it must 


ours¢ 


DHE AD. The chairman of the Com- 


Mr. BR 


mittee on Naval Affairs reported the bill under 

] ! } 1 } j ee 

Which this board held its sessions, and - think it 
; ; ; ; 

is due to him that all steps taken in the Senate in 


refer nee to it should ly ili hi > presence, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I] have no dispo- 
sition to press the resolution now, but I desire to 


: 1 
have this information at the proper time. I am 


willing that it shall le over for the present. 

Mr. CLA TON. It appeal tome that the 
Kamination to which this resolution must lead, 
as well as that to which the memorial presented 
by my friend from Kentucky must lead, ough 
to bi ¢ mducted ii th rents Fi sessions of the 
senate. [Tonorabl centlemen vho will i flect 
fora moment how deeply this inves ition must 
eonee rn thos who hi Ve bess » the Sul yect of t 
report of the Naval Board, will see th peculiar 


propriety of having the whole matter first con- 
sidered in executive session. I do not ve nture 
to make any remark which can by possil bility 
hurt the feelings of any officer who has been 
under the consideration of this board, and I feel 
confident that the Senate, if they should sustain 
the action of board, will desire to do it in such 
a way as will be least offensive to those who have 
been dropped from the naval list. I can very 
well understand, that if all the information that is 


bye pre- 


in the possession of the Di partment is to 
sented here in public session, in pursuance of the 
resolution of my honorable friend 
see, great injury will be di 
whose conduct has been the subject of considera- 
tion in this board. 
throw out this idea. 
Mr. BUTLER. Mr. sider I avree en- 
tirely with what has been pes by a honorable 
Senator from Delaware. I have some constituents 


. yy 
from ‘Tennes- 
me to many persons 


{ say no more than merely to 


who complain of the conduct of this board, and 
I have reserved w h it | intended to say upon that 
subject for the deliberation of the Scnat in ex- 
ecutive session; becau ‘ in that relation to the 
Presid: ht, we are his adviser By and I should de - 
plore to have this subject assume the shape of a 
matter of popul: ir discussion. Lam perfcetly will- 
ing to give ita fair consideration, both as it re 
cards tl the board that has pronounced upon these 
gentlemen, retiring or furlouching the m, and ; 
regards thi justice of the sentence of thos sis 
have been dismissed. But I do think—I give it 
as my suggestion mere ly —that all the se que stions 
should be reserved for executive session. Ihave 
committed to me now the cases of three gentle- 
men from South Carolina, and I shall reserve 
them for executive session, believing that to be 
the true course. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. President, I 
should certainly be inelined very much to defer 
to the opinions of my friends, the Senator from 
Delaware aud the Senator fron: South Carolina, 
but I am unable to arrive at the conclusion which 
they have announced. I do not propose, how- 
ever, to debate this question. I think it is notin 
order todo so. It is not before the Senate. The 
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December 19, 


I ution ver, as amatter of course. und r 
havine ber _—. Ries 

PHAVIRG Deen mad to its On- 

I shall call it up at some early 


Ly 


arly a day as 1 can atter the ar- 
rmanof the Committee on Naval 


shall be able then, I think, to de- 


it to ti satisfaction of some gentlemen 
that we camiiot. ln pustice to Many Zentiomen who 
are interested in this subject, do otherwise than 
; . ' < . , 1 

ve them a tair hearme betore the country. ' 
am tired of seeret se lOns. Cne objection which 


[ have to the action of this board is, that it was 
is said, | di ire to be fs uid 

ard. That is the feeling 
have; but it is not in order to discuss the matter 





how, # tit so over. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. IT have had in my 
hands for se veral dayset menor! lof tne nature 





of the one presented by the honor: Senator from 





Ken [ Mr. Crirrennen. | have delayed 
jor it for the reason that I sUpPpo ed it 
pro ible that a matter of so much Importan iS 
the manner in whieh the re quirement of the law 
of the last Conere Ss upon this St Lyje et had peen 
earricd into exeeation by the Executive, would 
be made the s hp j¢ et of some re marks in the mes- 

ive of the President of the United States, which 


we Cabnotexpeet aut til the Hlouse « f Repre senta- 
hail be duly organized, and the President 
“that faet. LT think it not unlikely that 
the President may lay such views b fore both 
Houses of Conezress on that subject, as may oe - 
vent some, if net all, the examinations whiel 

may he propose l by iidividual members of the 





* - «at i - > . ¢ tu* « ; 
senate or of the Hou e ot Repre sentatives, and 
I should be opposed to discussing tl 





us subject— 
at large, at all events—or going mto any Inves- 
tle ition on the part ¢ f the Comunittee on Naval 
Ailairs, of which Lama member, and to which 


some of these memorials are addressed, until we 
shall hear from the Executive on the subject. 
Then, Inny Opinion is, the Senate will find them- 

Ives under obligation to pursue such course 


as they may think expedient, im regard to the 
redress which may scem to be due to the late 
Ollicers of the og: v who conceive they have been 
injured; and, if that course r CULT s public dis- 
cussion, L think there is nothing in the nature of 
3, or of the subject, \ 
to prevent it. But ifthe n iture of the redress be 
not of that character, or if the Senate shall be « 
opinion, in Executive session, after consultation, 
that there Is no redress required on the part of 
anybody, then it will be perceived there will be 
no neces sity for public discussion; but if there 
should be, IT can sce no other means of arriving 
at it than by open discussion in the Senate as 
well as in the House. If, however, we can pre- 
vent that, E shall be very happy indeed. At al 
events, | think it is : rather premature to be dis- 
cussing or considering these subjects at all, until 
we hear the views of » Executive as to the man- 
ner in which the law of the last session has been 
executed, or was sought to be executed. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I have been 
very forcibly impressed with the view that has 
been taken of this question by the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bext,] in the con- 
sideration that I have been required to give to the 
general subject of the action of this board; and 
| have so suggested to various officers who feel 
that they have been aggrieved by the action of 
the board. We donot know—I am sure I do not 
know—what may be contained in the annual 
message of the President or the report of the 
Seeretary of the Navy in reference to the results 
of the deliberations of the board, and of the exec- 
utive action pursuant upon it, upon the gencral 
welfare and condition of the Navy, or in refer- 
ence to any wrong which it may be conceived 
has been done to any officer of the Navy. But 
I am disposed to think that, if the subj ject shall 
be taken up for the deliberation of the Senate, it 

vill be eed to embrace a ve ry larre se ope of 
inquiry—whethee in executive or in open session, 
[am not prepare 1d to say; and I submit to the 
honorable Senator who has offered the resolution 

(which I understand he proposes todo) to allow 
i to lic over until we have the annual communi!- 
cation containing the views of the Executive, if 
there be any submitted, before any action is taken 
on the subj ct . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why, Mr. Pres- 
ident, I believe that isthe fact now. ‘The resolu- 


the proceedings 
| 





Lie h ou oht 


th 





V 


li 


~> 


t] 
fe 


tion is not before the Senate. It les over under 


nnounced to the Senate that l 


( ad not eail it upin hot hast lam perfeetly 

: da Le am . i. s 
Willing to Wall any reasonable tibie. TL think it 
is very indefinite, however, to wait for the Pres- 


ident s message, for we Moy hever get that. ‘The 
under che rule. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. STUART, the S« 
ceeded to the vasa ration of executive business 
and, after some pent therein, the doors wy 
reopened, and the Senate epee d. 


- rt vor 
resoluulon Lies Over! 


On motion of N nate pro- 







times 


HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 19, 1855. 
The 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The busin in order was the considera- 
tion of thi followin: res 
Campse._, of Ohio, was entitled to the floor: 


Resolved, That the 
the election of a Sy 


House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Ss firs 








House wil 
uker ri , an 5 al ( 
led three times. no meniber shall have 
| votes, the roll 
hall then re- 


ber ot 





tid the member 


rest number Oo: votes, prov 





= 


. shall be declared to bi 


THORINGTON. I believe it 


i 

tood that, when an adjournment takes place, the 
’ . ° . 

matter under consideration passes from before th 


it falls; and, in order to 


‘ i! 
} } mi . s } » } 
offered aga Phe wish has been exp dthat, 

1 » 1 tr * 
nesmuch as ho vote was taken yi ‘day,avo 
} ' } sas 1 < 
moul \ th lilis Dorn per lors bhi} dis us- 
s ) \ neral 














vat Ls i. ome iu 
< I of the d yY, ren 
r *| 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will merely r 
suppose if the gentleman from Ohio f{ 
BELL] desires to uk, ] 1 ! lt 
his right holding ov ry rday 
T C —s Rk. Th ¥ ntl hi ; 
entitled to floo > a Lif hae ( 
pre 7 
Mr. YAMPBELL. Mr. Clerk, I did desir 
to sp _ » the re vleitian ntrodueced by the gen- 
Ueman from lowa, i shall perhaps avail my- 
F the « ort Wty to sr kk to itift it shall 
d in futu But lh no such 





to talk to the House in its 
1, &@8 to require the 





‘ floor in virtue of my 
ding over trom a former day. 





are Sonn circumstance 


n connected with 
the discussion of yest rdi ly which micht create a 
dispositionon my part to say soin thing in reply to 
suggestions which were made, and partir icularly the 
pr oOpositl m of the honorable gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Marsa] to r ‘ad out of the Amevr- 
ican organization every member, of this House 
who is not willing to come here with a padlock 
upon his tongue in reference to a subject of deep 
and lasting interest to the people of the country. 
I come here anadvocate of full and free discussion, 
in reference to every great proposition which shall 
be made in this House. But this discussion I re- 
gard now as premature. When the time arrives 
to discuss this question, I am wiling to mect that 
rentleman, agreeing with him as I do in all the 
material points of f Americanism on the one hand, 
and in opposition to the unbroken phalanx of the 
Administratio: nupon the Ne braska bill, on the 
other, in a hand to hand strugele upon this or 
any other question; but present I desire 








for the e 
to throw no obstacles in the way of the organi- 
zation of the House; and the resolution of the 
rentleman from Iowa having, as | understand, 
been withdrawn, I hope the Clerk will proceed 
to call the roll. {Cries of ‘* Call the roll!”’] 

The CLERK then called the name of 
Aiken, and received a response. 

fr. BARCLAY. I desire to mak 

explanation. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks it is too late, 
the call of the roll having commenced. 

The call was then gone through with. Be- 
fore the result was announced— 


McMULLIN said: Mr. 


Mr. 


e a personal 


Clerk, before [ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Cn 
a 





give my vote, I desire to know whether or not it tion whether or not he stated, on yesterday, in 

is competent, at this stage of the proceedings, || this Hall, that l was a Free-Soiler? [want to 

for me to move a call of the House? know, also, if he did so ¢ xpress himself, whether 
he CLERK. The Clerk thinks it Is not. he now retracts it? 

Mr. McMULLIN. When the House ad- Mr. CAN IPB “LL. Ido not charee that the 
journed last evening [ believe it was generally || gentleman is a Free-Soiler. I sjated on yester 
understood that we were to be entertained this Ll understood that he was elected as nti 
morning by a speech from the honorable gentle- braska Democrat; and that the Democracy ot 
man from Ohio, {[Mr. CampsBexx,] and there are, |) Pennsylvania had gone into the arms of Fr 
in consequence, some gentlemen absen t from the Soilism. Ido not charge that the gentleman isa 


House. I do not know that an election can be 
effected on this vote, but—— 

The CLER The Clerk thinks th 
tien can be effected on this vote. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Then I will not press the 
matter further. 

The Clerk then announced the following as the that he did 
result of the sixty-fifth vote for Speaker: Whole Mr. 
numibe r of votes cast, 219; ni cessary to a choic Cy gentleman was elected as a Free-Soiler. ! have 
110; of which— ‘ made no suchimputation. I stated that T under- 

Nathaniel P. Banks rece 19 stood that the gr on was clected as an Anti- 
William A. Ri — OR inccscnndkeasiseeccescnsaess 73 Nebrask Democrat. I do not onthe 
BRORED Te FON ca wdde 66cds sic cdeues ceeecaue tee, ae man w ie id ceca I do not wai 


Free-Soiler. Heecanstate whether he wa Anti- 
Nebraska man,ornot. If he wasnot,! have not 
at no elec- aword to say. lf lam wrong in my und 
tanding of his 


position, he can put me rieht. 
Mr. BARCLAY I desire toknow whether 
am to und rstand by the gentlem in’s remarks 
charee me 


CAMPBELL the 





as a 





© gentle- 








Be i ( I Sed eweswa ctdekeenae eo & 

Benjamin F. L “it ee eee min to unde rstand that I do so ch nim. 

JOR Wiliains .cccccsccces Atdeceuatieweateseandee ] : a a 

eames Ty. OF Bc csccscécs Suidae Rueeencabesécecacdenw 45 BARCLAY. Iso underst rentle- 
PURI SOWIE 2 a asec saundaw a tcatdacesaeuce aA man yesterday. However, if he is willine to 
Nathaniel G, Foster......+. eccecc cece cece sesesece 1 withdraw th expr ssion, and deny any intention 
So there was no choice. of the kind, then Lam satisfied. Hf! not, then I 
The following is the vote > detail: desire to ¢ xplain to this House my precise posi- 


For Mr. Banks—Messr , Allison, Barbour, Ben- || on on this question; and also the views of the 
; stituents. [Cries of 










Son shurst, Bingham, Bli haw, Brenton. Bu majority of my con ‘*Go 
oe ingame, Jam H. Campbell, Lewis D. ¢ oe? on ** Hear him !’”] We hav never had the 
bell ra Clark, Clawson.Colfax, Comins.Covode, oe - ai 1 , ‘ | sal 
Crag lis iv Davis. Dav. Dean. D i iit sym ihny with tlie Fre Soul poitica 
Witt, Dick. Diekson Durtes Edwards, Ems rie. Miagler y And although some gentlemen in our 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 2 » have long and furiously rede that hobby, 
v. Thomas RB Wto Valentine * . . . 5 
Way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentin he Democracy in my district have uniformly 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kni Knowlton, Knox ? as $s a 
Kunkel, L r, Matteson. Mace, M im, Killian Mill revarded ita exact and complete similitude 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Ni D ‘ celebrated horse of the immortal Cervante 















Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Inante—as a lone, lean, lank, miserable 
vit Irinel urvianee teh fobbins , 1 my 

Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, ofahorse. fLaughter.] That was mv 
s Sabin ge, Sapp, siermnan HAMLOT 1 \ ee a 
t tre u, Tappan, The ton, and it was the feeling of the great ma- 





? 4 
man, Walbs 





Tr sfton, 1 vson, Wade, Wat y of the peop of the district l have 


whi h 







































Cadw der C. Washburne, ibu B. W 1or to re nres sent upon this floor. 
Washburn, Watsou, V » Wood, Woodruff, and W Aston Ly Anti-Nebraska sentiments, I will say 
For Mr. Uiiis: When the question came up in this Hall, I 
Barksdale. was opposed to it. [| was opposed to the repeal 
+, } r 3 : = 
eos, of the Missourl compromise. lL was opposed to 
lowell] ¢ . } . . . 
= th imitation of the question of slavery, but, I 
Davidson, — * 1 
ner. Flor presume,on vy aut t oul ! from that now 
Augustus oceu d rentiemen who style themselves 
1 2 ' 
Herbert, th nti- ka men I opr | iuse I 
Glaney Jon : ys : : > | believed was a mere al etn [ be- 
Smauucl S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin. MeQueen, a : : ‘ ; 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, I heved th Hion had no control whatever 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust. Sandidgec, Savage, Se over tl il tof Vy 1 } ved tl the 
Sumucl ALS h, Willian Smith, plten repeal of the Missouri compromise was unneces- 
hott. Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, W v; eee. Siabitrvinitand - aneiliad tn] 
John V. Wright. sary, meXpedient, an incalled to byrne ) 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, Jobn P. Campbell, Car- idea of giving the gentlemen who oj posed the 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, ¢ en. Henry Winter Davis, Edie, Democracy ot Penns yivanin ¢ vl the Union ot 
*s} = . = Thies A ‘arricont ' ns = 7 - - . 
Piherid: , Eustis, Ev - ster, J. Morrison Harri War these States any pretext. not even th lirhtest, 
mt, Haven, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Mar- ; Cofil ; ial 
l } } ; > ‘the ) } In e1y tie? 
shall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Pur- | 0% Ute renewal of the slavery % ton A ha 
year, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Riv tt, William R. no idea of furnishing, or assist! to furnish, 
Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Un lk, Walker, them with balls for their « pty « even though 
Whitney, and Zollicot 4} 23 ot “ee 
For Mr. Leiter—Mcssrs. Dunn and Moore. 10S Was mic t paper one i de lared such 
For Mr. Wéilliams—Mr. Wheeler. secntim hts upon the Stump mn my district. LT went 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. before the people on the distin ground that 
For Mr. Jewett—Mr. Richardson. if'a bill to restore the Missouri ¢ romise wer 
For Mr. Foster— Mir. Iienry M. Fuller. } ] | 1 
r ADC , 7 } to be introduced into this House, | a, rom 
Mr. B ARC LAY . Mr. ¢ se rk, I des ire tomake first to Jas t, ca ny vote avainst if And LT her 
a pr rsonal explanation. My colleague from the | say now, that when such a bill is introduced, I 
¥ lL * + 1 _ . . 
Schuylkill district [Mr. ¢ AMPBELL] thought | shall be found, with the selid column of the 
proper in the morning debate which we had here | Democracy, casting my vote against it. [A 


on yesterday to refer to my position; and there- plause.] “This is my positio 
fore it is that I desire to be heard in a word or Mr. Clerk. I also unt 

two of explanation. In the first place, let me say 
to that gentleman, that for my action in this | body 
Iam not responsible to him, nor to this House. 
That matter is entirely between my constituents 
and myself; and if any defense be necessary for || sely 
any vote which I have, or may hereafter, cast, | or Fy 
that defense shail be made to them, and to them / 
alone. “Mr. 

I understand that the gentleman from the 0 
Schuylkill district on yest rd: Ly p laced me upon = eet g OF © the Kansas iN brask nee 1 me ue r 

an party of Pennsylvania made s that subj 
the Free-Soil platform; am I right in my informa- | jz was an open qui arty cou 
tion ? cerned.’ 

Mr. CAMPBELL, Pennsylvania. I did 
nog, de sire to a e the gentleman I stated 
that the gentleman, according to my understi a 
ing of the pals Anti- 
Nebraska Democrat. I would ask my colleague | 
whether I am correct in th it understanding ? 

Ir. BARCLAY. I will answer that question 
inamoment. I now wish to have a eategorical 
answer from my collearue in reqiky to the 


non t} ut 
»understand that my co 
district (Mr. Campspecr] 
, in the State of Pennsyl- 
a marked difference between the 
s professed by those who style them- 
Americans, and those of the Republican 
-Soil party. He'is reported in the Globe 


leagrne 


1 ‘ Shoe 
the Schuylkill 


from 


stated on yest 





vania there was 
prine} 








AMPBELL. I distinctly stated that the 


purty of Pennsylvania made no issue whatever on the ques 


American 





no Issue ¢ 


suOn us fur as thai was 
I will now read from the proces 

Know Nothing Pennsylvania Stat 

in Read Tur day the 

colleague from Somerset | Mr. 

pre sident for the e: 

Samoans 


there. Council, held 
’ 3d of July. My 
was elected as an EK pin} wa 3 eleeted 
the res 


none 


tuUulhe year. 


‘adopted by the Catan e od the 
I J 


fol} ‘owlng 


lesolved, “Phat the repeal of the Missourn ¢o ee i 


quess ted fait f the nation, and 


was an infraction of the pligi 
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Wil ey ey i lo al al 
o t ror me i ney ’ 
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th i) from Somerset | Mr. Mow ( th y 
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ri | tor l oO 1 Ma | { 
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Vail fsup t mw ideo ~ \ 
; '% At 
thi oved for KS, Ol ! 
‘ ‘ ) : ~~ } 
‘ —. i »yWROW Wit tt iit i 
| 
any d ii bety iy th noradl ey ! 
' \1 ) j 
from M LULL SE vil HANKS] bul 
) ‘yg ' 
| It from | Hisyi iit | VE Yr ULLI 
+] os tes a | ! ‘ 
on th partroutar que 1? iy 24 fey 1 the 
oO | 1. ) t nO 
po hand j fi ori i hi nau I t s l 
i round on thre qu on 1 aor 
> . j 
gentleman f » Poennsyls \ And oe 
' ° oe 
1 i ma ire hit my he Wilo prete| { ' il W 4 
ia 1 OU i i . nad that i eno 
the Pipa ibs ii till ca elr vo 
> ’ 
for demi from Pen Vail Vir. PU 





tio ( bb th With ( 1 | ( ell 
\ | Hlihh I sho i it} ’ toy \ 
en ‘ I r Votes weil fe the ! piil 
from MM; hy i Danks,| Who do ) 
eo a step further? ‘Their po being ideution 

aad there being pertect unanimity of sentiment 
between thre eentiomen, i L understand it, | 
should [ike to know upon whoin the responsi- 
} iit x] of hh 4 I, re to ormanize this Hou 

The responsibility rests upon those gentlemen 


] : | } * 4} 
»> pretend to be-—and I have no doubt of 


| ; ] ‘ e-ly sytt 
PCeuUnes rm—ctninentiy mational, oub wno throw 





saway, and refuse to vote for a genile- 


acknowledged to bi py rievetly national 





i oO 
j hit } l s 

Mr. Clerk, IT have no desire to detain this 
i} lam anxious for its organization; but 

| \ time | should like to see wat organ 
j ’ 1 up yy) proper prinetpl | Loi dl 
cries Ol ‘all he rotl "| 

Vir, WEEP NEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBI F ot Penns ivanla ] rist 
to make a Persouai ¢ xpuan ilon, and ! hope thre 
gentleman Will y Lsne the floor for a few min- 
utes, [Cries ot ilear hnnt’’} 

Mr. WHITNEY yielded the floor 

Mir. CAMPBELL. LT am represented in the 


Daily Globe as having said yesterday that the 


Am i LW) party ot Pennsy Ilvania were not atraid 
of the term * Abolitionist.”? 1 bee leave to 


a Ae T comni : 
that i did notuse thatterm. Isaid that the Amer- 





onnsvlvania were not afraid of the 





Nothingism,’’ and l d sire to be 
correct dl in that resnpe CE. 

in reply to my colleague, [Mr. Barcray,] I 
w say that L stated yesterday—and I am so 
reported—that certain Democratic members of 

; Llouse from the State of Pennsylvania were 
elected openly as Anti-Nebraskamen. I did noi 
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BARCLAY I will in y to th 


me il} ol ul 

) J lit iD erst id as 
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\s | vel I yyposed to th 
repre com i | 
’ Zs thy i l qo 1 » | 
tit i i id I te @ t ' 

i i i . bea ) ie dis- 
in mad. on thy 1 id clse- 

















\ had rits © t ration 
i rit 1 ha | \ > | \ 
hh i y rm ) ) \ I id n to l re 
\ir. CAMPBELI Tl d qm 
Mr. 4 IN Liam nota sed to as! 
fiti lil \ of the Liou io qu yn titi 
r inort t 
i: r,m \ 1 sus Mr. For- 
LER, ¢ IN in th \ uiee, and 
) 1 | LV Pye ri bro it into 
‘ a by my ec trom Pennsylvania, 
dtl i rd ort » to ac yy that sup- 
j { ited lay tl 1 \ eleeted to 
s House as an Anti-Nebras! ta Ni 
COLE and I 41 r nted th } pie Mn 
Vo for thie | » Whom V fest } - 
ted for? ker—Mr. Henry M. Fuicer, of 
? 1 Wi med that cwentleman as 
lo l VS | ‘ believed ti W eo ld 
cibect 0 i! » upon his n bul 
! t } im Iva! DANKS, n Anti-Nebra 
candidate for th ifrages of til Hou 
ilso vil Am ris } \V hh | reece) . hy _ 
votes, we cast our votes for him for nUepo 
of ef in rormanization. We have thus been 
eo i ne throucnea 
i des ) y, also, WS¥ to n col- 
| i, that in the coneressional el 1 of 
1854, the American party of Pennsylvania did 





1 
ke ground upen the question of the Kan- 
Nebraska bill. "Phe convention to whicl 


" Of Re ad- 





ntheman refers was held m the ei 
} j 
4 LOD. HYscequenuly 


ition, and did not, a 





ire to Say 
roil isae@ain 


1 two 


» AHA I 


i take my 
ion which, if 





erican party 


my voriee 


that older 





the national 





taken that respons- 
ibthity upon them. But, sir, there has been no 
} The only echo from the American 
. is floor has 


response 





} 1 ; ‘ 
party that has been heard upon this 
fi tucky.asouth- 


come from the zentleman from Ken 
ern man; and Lnow rise with diftidence, and fully 
aware of the delica : Vv 
few words in behalf of the American party of 
he North. That party has been stigmatized 
identical with the I oil party, and it 
vcomes Me as a representat of the sentiment 
at the North, to deny the al tion, 

LThave not been ex mpt, sir, more than other 















icy of My position, to ss a 






gentlemen from the North, from those taunts | 





n 4 
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: December 19, 





mud vituperative epithets ¥ hhave b poured 
‘ my thi rree-Sou Ot ty native St 
I i 4 I b with merit iple of m 
| \ ry, never » descend to a discussion 
lewspaper ] [ stand here upon 
14 Owil I ( pormity. \J eo rty its and 
} ‘ ! i rt) hye rT ad $ ot ‘ . mid 
\ \ L yo hh pr bia favor of 
my Course, Or In Opposition thereto, weiehs not 
the matler OF a straw in my estimation. Sur, it 


is u U,it is natural, and therefore to be ex- 





peete 1, that each partisan press will support the 
pouey of US party, and denounee thre opponents 
» | : ‘ 
ot vw Pouey, fn that view L ree mwhize it, and 
LA thAL View i reiu toenter intoany controversy 
With 1% “ 
fhe American party, in its intrinsie character, 
tandcal rat. Sie ose 
CHMaS door Prom albsectional Controversies 6 he 


t 
, ¢ ¢ o + - . 1 . 
Its of ects are—to cuard the avenues of ta- 





Hivence by protectins Our syste mof public edu- 
cations to protect the eleetive franchise from the 
inroads of illiterate and miseuided forcioners: to 
ward off the ¢ neroachments of radieal European 
theorists; to relieve the industrial interests of the 
country from the unequal eompetition of Eu- 
pauper labors to prevent the abrogation 
of wholesome laws, and the mutilation of eon- 
» through the dictation of straneers: to 
rvesist tlre politic 





il enereachment of that Power 
anvils ‘ | ’ 1 ‘ 

whose throne is in the Vatican: to save the Gov- 
ernment of our country from the grasp of any 


rt sthood pon cari and, finally, to conserve 








1 
l 

the lpstitutions of eivil and rv litious liberty, to 
maintain intact the Constitution ef our « untey 
and the eonfederacy of the States. These are 
amone the leoitimate purpose of the American 
party. . 

Mr. TRAFTON, (interrupting.) I wish to 
ask a question here. Lunderstand the gentleman 
from New York to say that he represents the 
Amwrican party at the North. Do If understand 
him correethy?- 

Mr. WHITNEY. Iclaim to bea Represent- 
ative eleeted by the national Amertean party of 
my district in the State of New York. ’ 

Mr. TRAFTON. But the gentleman made 
the broad statement that he re presents the Amer- 
lean party at the North; and having gone over 
his eround and st 














uted the particular points of his 
erced, [wish to eall his particular attention to all 
he points held by the American party at the 
North, or [ wish the gentleman to retract what 
he has said. 

Mr. WHITNEY. Go on. 

Mr. TRAETON. Well, I hold in my hand 

tf 1 of the American party of Mas 
chusetis. Tie has gone over, in part, the first 
sections of that plat ‘corm. 

Mr. WHITNEY. 
rentleman whether the platform 
read is the platform of the bolters of Massachu- 
setts, or of the legitimate American party ? 


Mr. TRAFTON. 





sa 


I would like to ask the 


} 
i 





1° proposes to 


Such questions are rather 


dithic ult io be answered, for the simple reason 
that gentlemen find it rather ditiicuit here not only 
to define the position of ethers, but to define their 


owl yOSItlons, 

What T said ts, I holdin my hand the platform 
of Massachusetts, and Massachusetis is a part 
of the North. Now,] want the gentleman either 
to withdraw the remarks he made, that he stands 
here a Representative of the American party at 
the North, er T want him to permit me to read 
the whole of that platform. 

Mr. WHITNEY. It is impossible for me to 
retract one word of what I have said until the 
an reads that platform. But [T wish to 
n whether it is the platform of the party 
eeted Governor Gardiner the 
or of the party that supported Mr. Rockwell ? 

Mr. TRAFTON. It is the platform of the 
American party of Massachusetts, of Connecti- 
cut, of New Hampshire, of Maine. and | know 
not of how many other States; but all those 
States are at the North. With the gentleman’s 

vermission, [ will read it. 

Mr. WHITNEY. [should be pleased to hear 
it, so that | may know what the platform of the 
American party of those States is. 

Mr. ¢RAFTON. 1 will read it, then: 

‘Whereas the aggressive policy which has been uni- 
formiy pursued by ile slave power, from the commence 
ment of our national existence down to the abrogation of 
the Missouri compact, evinces a determination to * erush 
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id purest 
lniterpreiers oF the Constutuuon—that * fre m is national where thro i he H With appiau l \ {eo “4 
7 y- a \ } 
and tio Mr. WHITNicy iv SV nile- \ \ ui l Co on 
2. “Phat repo for the country and stability to the uy candidly. My reco lon is d Mh Of Fry itrv! \ ‘ in uo} I 
l on ist be sou t bs relieving tue G 1 < veri } s } , 
entleman made a very oa ) iO ‘ ‘ 
ni} t yay i i tron Te f conn tivh , ; V ry P i . P | ' 
Wi td WeCOUNLAD! for Mune! nol \ riean ada I ‘ » db 
' ’ . sal \ ; \ 
ee. 1] Mr. TRAEFVTON. I did not as ) Vir. COMBA \ un ¢ . 
ft home mony ry ws 4))f ’ t ‘ ss ¥ 
Lt tlit } 1 as 3 ain € a * rv \M \\ Hid VEY [i add \ s ny ) 
Mr. WHITNEY, who sad: L think it is : , ' 
] oaila 7 = ' wey yur nd distinet fror qu ono Very Nir. \ ©iNE} I 
rardly nee sary for the gentleman to fhnisn ; 
ding tl 1. fe ry But, sir, [do not hesitate to say that he de ( Mr. CUMBACK. 1 
reading the platform. [Cries of ** Go on 9 and Twill do him the justice to repest it—that im State Co va 8 Wied 
} . q ! | | ray > l 
: . the truneheso ) We WU De i { } ’ rt a 
ARTON I suppose tl rentleman | | ' 4 , 1 ' : 
1} ' . ~ ' him tin Con she wW nott! man to lt i i not i po ter i ‘ ’ 
ardiy necessary; butaif the gentleman ' \ 
aan \ ee ' va { ii Che Llouse wiil perceive that at that hour, in Mi MN prom ia 
reae aser On yreeuike North, want , 
, preach a PERO FOE Ee 4% ; aaa the State of Massachusetis, the Amer cain party, hould h ho wdva 1 €O quel Of 
him to have a northern text. [Lauehter. | a 8 ie fad ‘ fot ¢ i 
1 ee 4) latt . il 1 through its orators, 18 leaders, carefuliy main pa o ° 
he Dalance Of the pliatlorim is short, aie read ' 1 1 \ 
; . AS} 7 ; tained that line of dist ion between the do Mr. WHITNEY I am m f onposed to 
be j . ) } I 
Its trines of the party and the free-soil issues. But, tha ‘ 
”» ry", 1, 1 ! eae > ‘ ' th » Site - 
“3. That the independence and sovereignty of the S } | \T tant ’ 
S tl ey WH part eat i . ( \T} ( I"! 4 ] . 
in its legislation and judiciary should be maintained in sir, the At ar gee ml ci ad aide ae UN tA EN man do i 
violnt he ! Soi elements w rearot a y th i \ ns V ¢ | ] » ava 
“4. That the great barrier tos y. ruthlessly broken opening up of the Nebraska question; and the “ ! the S Ca lof N \ held 
1 roomy I Bet to be | ‘ D : 
by : rep : 0 ms cot ee is A Ameri un party, be ! Li) purty th po nd i ». OF WV f | , } ; 
Sj LuV resi¢ a eV J ‘ el ea ‘ t 7 ast went | t } 
from any part of the territory covered th inpromise carrying With It the poplar vote, wa iZee { | \ } did ' 
ought ever to be admitted into the Unio upon a a mea hh Ot ule S by thie who fa 0 ns.) ( a ' . 
*). That the rigt ietual sett $ vored the abolitro Heit —py tho wio KK und N ! d ‘ 
the tree and tnd turbed exercise of i were on ‘ »>the proe of very. Thes gla al ; ap a ca 
¢, granted to them by the laws under whieh they ai . agit 
mized, should be promptly protected by the national | turew Uh ooo neeaee : > ~ med t , i 
‘cutive Whenever violated or threatened channels of its Influence, and under its banners Mr. WHITNEY. Vhe eouneil to which tl 
, | Resolved, the position of the present national | carried elections to Congress and elsewhere. tleman referred did pass 1 ' 
Adtutnistration is one of open, undisauised bo-aitty to ant uit ir. that cour was soon discovered In effect thi re oi ata Br + Nob; 
prin ipple Wwe profess 5 and therctore we belies rat the - ? ° : 7 ‘ ; 5 , : - ee ! : r\ ! i t 
CXigencies of the time demand that all men who aeree in my natiy State—tni thr state which l hive tine ka bill was ay ylation « i ) faith. nd 
' ' ‘ 7 ‘ ° ’ . + +! ’ ] . } t } ] i 
the principles should be united tn their polttieal action 5 honor in part oO represcnt—that came was played. U! avery ourht to receive no advanta there- 
and we will cheer wily cooperate with ail the opponents ot But with what efi > A temporary etfeet At trom. 
our common encmy. the last election In our Siate Am ricans. \i Ct VIP AC aq x 4 
I have now, Mr. Clerk, read the text, and | having purged their party of its yi) inter themean from New York hew upon that 
+] [X\q T eo | . 2 
when the gentleman | war's WurtNey] shall have and inf] ienee, Set forth mn the campaign on their }) : 
preached his sermon, | may perhaps add a word dt thi Mr. WHITNEY Mir. ¢ I now offer iv 
of exhortation. [Laughter, and a voice, ** You ts. resolution Ld , vt { i dev 





nuiy pray. i ed, | GouDy \ "i nthe o 

Mr. WHITNEY. ‘ho a sermon tion of Heo by the ¢ m ofa Speaker 
from that text, [trust | un from Mas- L offer follow 
sachusetts [Mr. Trarron] will listen to me, for R 1 no Sp ris el on or! 
sometimes one may profitby sermons. [Laugh- f \ 
ter.] ite ti proceed to u ection ¢ ; el 








+1 | rf ‘ { 
better v I 3 ‘ e the they nV Withdraw tt i mM) Vy unol 1) 
: ‘ : ; tal | \ »{ { ) 
uN o are lif or of i 
rh mediate con tie lyr j n \ . 
' a) \ my PaLloOt, 
repre Mine the sentiments of the m ot tiv y askin g 
. } . } ; Fe ° \} F Ni \¢ | No sir. l do ot withdr ‘ 
North: for [ assert here, sir, that t heart of ' ’ oe 
\ 1 ' the mot 
| \ bs as _ - ; . 
thre Nori is 1 onal, WHaAleVe) eur dem port ‘ Wwrrerrpp 
a : hey ley 1 the re and 
See Ontr amare tam wan tn the canteun fA. || Mr. WHEELER. 1 demand the yees and 
: a a "W : : 2 F nay Wpon Miwallon 
plause in the eallertes.] Twill eontinue this d aE : 

















by the whole S math, | assert it hye re as my cussion only to refer briefiy to th rentioma } , 
solemn conviction, that the people of the South | (Mr. Trarron] statement. On this very plat- ae nn oe oe d aoe Lin the affirn z 
no more desired that violation of publie fiuth than |) form whieh he has read to the Hlouse, and whieh 5 213, nays 7; as follow 
pe of the North. lt was foreed upon the was called tl Ameri 1 platform, t party m 
ith. was Indireetly foreed on the better | Massachusetts made itsnominations. The Amer- 
judgement of the South; and its results have been | ieans proper repudiated both the platform and 
the reagitation of this subject throughout. the the nominations. A meeiine, romp! \ 
land. : timed! Hed, mda ‘ ed “On ! ’ honi- 
Well, sir, to follow up the egntler *s[Mr. | inated a second candida And there, sir, in 
Trarton] position, the American party had by | Massachusetts, even in the distriet which t! 
that time assumed an attitude of importance, es- | honorable gentleman trom Massachusetts [Mr. 
pecially in the northern and eastern States: and Banks] told us was th ronvest abo mm dis- 
J take it upon me to say, that even in Ma trict in the United States — 











c} to that time, no sueh ingredient as Mr. BANKS, (in his seat.) I did not say 
free- was found upon its record. Sir, f | abolition: IT said free-soil, 
had sure of being present at a festival Mr. WHITNEY. [Tbe the gentleman’s par 
given in Massachusetts, at whieh th ntleman | don. In the strongest free-sotl district, then, 
[ Mir. ‘TrRarron] was also present. It wasa fes- | the Untted St , the candidate of tl ond 
tival in commemoration of the success of Am ri- convention receives triumph miuyo 
can principles in that State in the fail of T8354. Mr. SMIUTH, of . Before the cent] 
Mir. VRAEFTON, Will the gentleman allow | man takes his ty | desire to ask him a qi 
me to ask hin one other question ? tion, 
Mr. WHITNEY. L will allowthe vrentleoman Mr. WHITNEY. J willhearth nan’s 
toask me forty questions 1° he will allow me to | question. T have eonclided what 1 had to say. 
answer him Yankee-fashion, by asking another. | [Cries of “Call the roll!) 





! 

hin 

Mr. TRAFTON,. I have not the slightest Mr. SMITH. Lunderstaud the ventleman from 
objection. New York to | 


} wan nper of i Valionaluimer- : { ° 
3 ; tata ; ‘ . Seott, Seward, Sherman. Shorter, Simo Sain \ 
vs , ¢ 7 . . . ~~ ’ » ’ : ? ’ , ° 
Mr. WHITNEY. But this is not the time for ican party. Now, I desire to know—l ask for Sinith. William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, er 
Interruption, information, and i hope he will give me a direet Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, boil, 
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Tappan. Tavior, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tr 
Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Vad, Valk, c 
Walbr y \'\ suiaireé i VW \\ r ( 4 rer ec 
Wash e, Uihhn be W ' fsrael | Vat 
kins, Wat nu, Weleh, We .Wieel _¥ i is. i 
Wood, Woodrulf, Woo ri, John Ve. Wrieh id “Aol 
heoffer—21: 

NAYS—M Rall, Bishop, Broom, ¢ & 2 
Pennington nab White 

: t 7 | ; , ¢1 } 

so the resoiuition Was iad upon ta sti 

tA T\XKT snmp ’ 
Mr. CADWALADER. = L coneratula thre 
’ 

country Upon this result, upoe it lost unani 
riot ondemnation by this Flor i 1) 
rile ‘ t \ ner—that ; ; \ . 1 
it me herecai r cal ( t | ) i 
depend. Pores it th iS as? I { 

I i 

’ . 

especial congratiation to this Uinton,t { vt 
House hh d thus unanimously 1 yy 
ri 7WutLION, 

‘ rurnorr ’ 

vir. liek i¢ Lif R (sotto r [hse did not 


I am not in the habit of bb Vomuch 
1 t 
turbed by what may | d Or oO nest 
me; but, nuch it Was Intimated th i 
ing by one of my colleari hat my post 
musunderstood, £ desire to avail myself of 
Opportunity, Witir the bid ! ni icin 
of the House, to declare fully and frank!y what 
é J J 
my relatlo ar 
: ’ 4 _ a? 
{t is com led, PE behev that th qaunculty 
which les at the foundat i our troubles j 
the o1 qi ion ¢ f LV t ] lesire od ure 
I s ’ 
| am oppo ed to th reset tate i til Lo- 
ject of slavery, for the reason that, in my hum- 
bh jud vent, no po ibl rood can result from 
fhat amitation in the present ¢ weited Late of pub 
lic feeling. On the contrary, that all discussion 
=e * } 
upon this sui ject must how resu it ever h 
5 > ‘ asl } : ‘ 1 d } ? ] fs - 
heretofore I UlLPeG. I ECVIE ati il bile it, Cre 7 
site wt nae liciudoal distrust. « ty j 
popular discontent, dividual distrust, oual 


{fam willine.therefore.to 
where the Consti- 


ienation and division. 


leave this question of slavery 


{ ; 
tution of the eountry has left it, fapplause,}) with 


the Down] who tol rate if, to con rol, reculate, 
os e 1 | 
and determine for themselve 


{Rene W d ap- 
a 
With the 

t 


hinge to disturb any « 


plause.] I 


ubject. T will do not 


shall not meddle or interfere 


x t 
LiSt- 





i relations. Ifit be an evil,at is their evil; if it 
bea blessing, it is their blessing. I make no 
averessions unon the ri¢hts or feelings of any 


man, or of any section; nor will I subiait to any 
! 30D of mine. 

W ith respectto past lecislation thy re 
ifference of I supported the 


>and was willing 


mva 






ir 








{ I should have ep; 

! ( *NETESS i do hot 

Way that avitation then, ton 
vi In ne publie good, in 
mn * nea and the publie v liare, 


bury us 


' 3 
ine past Snould 





a d wid j G ire, for , hie 

ute with fellow -citiz n 

! itriotic ef brin Peg to that 
state of rood feeling and ockal harmony whieh 





once existed, and oucvht never to have been dis 
turbed. [ believe that there ean b 


regard to my sentiments on this subject. [If there 


no doubt with 








be, [ am willing to stand up before this creat 
inquisition, and submit myself to the imtern - 
tories of the grand inqui itors. [Applau 
Mr. SHERMAN, I desire to ask the gentle- 
man one que stion. I do so for th PUL Ose of 
information. Would you be willing to allow ‘ 
institution of slavery to obtain an advant . or 





be eCNLE nded, by re ason of the rep il of the Mi 
sourt compromise? [ put the question to the 
gentleman with the greatest respect. 

Mr. FULLER. And I will respectfully an- 
swer it. I will leave thie > 
| Applause. ] 

Mr. SHERMAN. What peonle? 

Mr. FULLER. The people who are to 
mediately affected byit. If Kansas—and | 
to be distinctly understood—prest nts herself for 
admission into the Union, T s!} 
admission without reference to the question of 
slavery. 

{This sentiment WAS ore ted by clapping of 
hands, and cries of ** Good !""] 

Mr. SAGE. Would you vote for the repeal 
of the Missouri compromise 7 

Mr.FULLER. Ihave saidthat I do not seek 
to disturb that question. If the Missouri com- 


matter to the people. 








all <nta — 
ali Vote tor ney 





promise can be restored IJ id most certainly 


oration; but th view of tin 








ditheult Which surround question, and 
¢ 4} ‘ er : } 
must deivat your etfort Jl iV tal th am op} ead 


to the agit itis hn ot the auestion. 

Mr. SAGE, I will again put the qu 
the gentleman, and in language that he cannot 
fail to understand. 


W ould you vote for the res- 





ition of the Miussour1 compromise, if such 
proposition were presented tor the decisien of 
i i] LSE ZAl you opp Ss d to Lihat reste 1 
t we 
MM cat Li R Let m nswer the entieman 
Ly ' hen that, ¢ ny ot r Question 
5 » = th i nell vO: uf rung to 
inv ¢ 1 ct ‘ h ot ht d of duty {Ap 
piause, | 
Mr. SAGE. I should not hat t the ques- 
tion to h I ui irom Per VIVAQNIA., IT Lv 
had not stated that he would hold himself ready 
answer all questions that might be put to him. 
L put the question in food faith, and | leave the 


muntry to tudeve of the frankness 





} t y ii red 
Mr, FULLER. Th ntioman iDercry 
to put questions to nl i ly rry that I 
CAnie t 1 Hy ] \ »> suit in W { I 
1a iy ar yer, ANG he mu tent 
Aj TON. [ i i th entlem a 
[Cries of ** Hear him! **Call the 
‘Declare the vote !7] 
LRPON. CUwill put a question to the 
lil ul rood feeln y Th a Stion fr 
t doetrine of watler SOV ity. 
ich has been often dto. [Cries of 
ss 5) levi th vote!” his ' | 
Mr. LlOUsS ron. { hit there is better ord r 
pT erved we cannot hear the @entleman. 
Vir. TRAFTON. | do not believe in a chok- 
ing down process. Twill put my question when 


order is restored. 
The CLERK called the House to order. 

Mr. TRAFTON. If would inguire of the cen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether he would vote 
for the admission of Utah into the Union as a 
State, if she presented herself with a provision 
for polygamy in her constitution ? 

Mr. TODD. Mr. Clerk, lL desire to say a word 
in the way of « X} | s of ** Let us 
have FuLver’s answer!’ ‘ Declare the vote !’’] 
Mr. Clerk, { desire to say for myself 
with wl 








planation. {Url 


and those 
) L ha arta fr the first dav of t] 

om have acted from to irst day of tin 
session, that when we eame forward 


FuLLeR.] we 


and voted 
did it under 





. t | . 
ein weed ilhewa mind 
aon t Nui raska questLon | \p 
4 ’ 
piau \ d OSayv lo } 
i 


to put mys if ri rht before 


. i? 7 3 ] 
if dhad Known that my colicazue ¢ 
re 
i i 





iments which hi 








the roi ** Declare the vote ** NO more per- 
sonal exolanations [°’ & | 
— ' 7 — 1 T Se 
Mr. KELLY Mr. Clerk, I rise { the pur- 


pose ¢ i taking exces ption to some of the remarks 
mad DY my COMCALCUC, | Mr. WHITNEY. | bam e 
with that gentleman, so far as his 
» concerned: but | do Ly 


? 
Hind Wile ine 


Anow Nothing party ot the 


national prin- 
+ to differ with 
avows upon this floor } 
North is at all na- 
know san ' 
citv of New 


be 1¢nerant of the facet, that ther 


rs. If he 





York, he cannot 
are in this Hall 

nttemen from that city who received the Know 
Nothing vote, who disseree with him in every 
particular in this respect. The ; 
from a district that was formerly represented by 
Democrat; and had the 


united in his district. the late ele 


rentloman comes 
a national party been 
‘tion would have 
sent here a gentleman of different political faith 
from that whi 

[ maintain, Mr. Clerk, that the gentleman’s 
particular principle is to throw all the power 
and influence of the party to which he belongs 
against the foreign population of the country. 
It is admitted, that what is called the national 
Know Not! arty is opposed to the immi- 
rration of paupers to live upon the 
i The gentleman says that that 
is the particular issue of the Am rican party. 
Yes. sir, in i 


and in all the 





: ; 
fh ik PYotesscs, 





every council, ln every convention, 
meetings that have been held, that 


‘ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


| 











lanambhar 1G 
December bets 

has hee i} pri? ple at the Kno Notl 
I { he classiite the 


kas a national 
it thes iy W 
: A 
i NVeMligon 
: : ‘ : 
noted at GBine lampton durin th ha 
} : 


ummeryand see the avewals made there in rela- 








1 to national principles; and the gentleman 
in '. as | t a stand, was a delerat to that 
convention. Knowime the declarauens of that 

mVenTIGI t i would ask the national mes 
vers im th Hail whether they re i Line 
Lnow Nothin | ty of Ne V Yi rk is bem 
t} fim yannational one? 
biti understood to say he 
meniber of convention 





s ! ie d with th ntiment thre 
declared, but now the gentleman says that hi 
particular app tion is to the foreign population 
. . = { : . 
of the cow ry. Now, sir, is thata principle ier 
party to stand upon? fs ita principle that 
5 . ? ¥ 1 ? " 1% 
a lot { chool-boys assembled together would 





a true 


0 their sentime 


and legitimate expr 
Why it is a buvaboo that 
New York; and, if my 


rent, the ventleman was 
7 





‘ommeneed in the eity of 


recoileetion Serves me ar 


vinember of what was then called the American 


party f New York. But that party was shori- 
lived; it died out within one year; and as sur 
sir, as you sit behind that desk, that pariy’s 


cone as far as it ever 
reat Democratic party of the Stat 

York, depend upen it, will be united in 
the coming cleetion: and you will see, instead of 


earcer in this nation has 


but one. pre ative of the national Dem eracy 
upon this floor from the eity of New York, six 


: ; , : : is 
iat city, national in principie 


itiment. 


‘an people are not favorably 


d towards this Know Nothing party. The 
event American heart beats in a different way 
altogether; and when the sense of the people sh ll 
be taken, it will be shown to the 1 
th V are fair, honerable, and equitable to cevery- 
body. 

The American flag has been proudly born: 
throuca every warin which this country has been 
eneaged, and under its glorious folds those who 
have come from abroad and declared their inten- 
tion to become citizens have fought and bled. 
[Cris 3 f ** Cail the roli!*’} In conelusion, Mr. 
Clerk, TP hope that when my colleague gets up 
again to declare that the Know Nothing party of 
the city ef New York is national, he will consider 


first what he is going to say. 


eau 





Phe Clerk again ealled the roll, and the follow- 
the result ot the sixty-sixth vote: Whole 
of votes cast, 224; necessary to achoice, 
113: of which— : 


number 


Nathaniel P. Banks reecived....... 
William A. Richardson... 
Henry M. Fuller... 
a Ayanan I’. Leite 
Viexander C. Mp. 


ham L.. Orr 









at. Wiha 050044000 

wis D. Campbell ..cccccccsescses 
wich S. Marshall 
Nathaniel G. Foster... 








So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

r Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
HH, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad 
shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Camp 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatfee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Coltax. Conuns, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim 
Davis, Dav, Dean, De Witt, Diek, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil 
bert. Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs 
ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kun 
kel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 

Pettit. Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Watdron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruti, and Wood 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Jarksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
sranch, Brooks, Burnett. Cadwalader, Caruthers, Ca 
‘ingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cra 
Crawford, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edimundson, Fi 
liott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L.. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 





othy 











I 
I 
( 

















1855. 


Leteher, Lumpkin, Samuel S&S. Marshatl, 
Mullin, MeQucen, Snaith Miller, Millsou, Mordecai Cliver, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Rutfin, Rust, San 
lidge, Sav Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, W 


did 
Stewart, ‘J ott, Taylor, Vail, Warne: 


Maxwell. Me 











, seward,> iftiam 






Smith, Stephens, 














Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, Jolin P. Campbell, Car 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eth ride sti 
Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Haven. Hottinan, Ken 
nett. Lake, Lindley. Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Porter, Purye: ir, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, Williain 
R. Sinith, Sueed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walk 

r, Whitney. and Zollieotfer 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison and Scott. 

For Mr. Orv—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Wiiliams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Campbell—Mr. Edie. 

For Mr. Marshail—Mr. Richardson 

For Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Futter. 

Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. WALKER said: Before I cast my vote, I 


to ask from 
Pied 


uron the op 


desir the gentleman 
{[Mr. Funrer] the 
pound d to him by the 
House 
The 


Pennsylvania 
que Stiol W Was pro- 
rejitiem 


sid of thie , from the Stat »of New 


{ Mr. SAGE. | question is this: whet os bye 
would vote for the repeal of the Kansa Neb ka 
act? or, to use the lancuage of the gcutieman from 
New York, would vote for the restoration of 
the Missourt compromise, with the restriction 
as to the line, or not, if that question Were lntro- 


duced ? 


Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. I stated that 


if I had been a member of the last Congress, ! 
should have voted against th torial lewisla- 
tion of that Congress. But lam willing now to 


resist agitation, and abid laws as thi 
are; and, resisting So ish 
it. And now, Mr. 
have word more to say. 
with being an obstacle 
ization of this b dy. 

is, has been magnified 
desired, and have 
1 have neither asked for, nor declined it. 1 have 
given no pledges to obtain it. Grateful, mid d.l 
am for the expre ssions of confidence and of 


by the 
f li vote a 
and fellow-citizens 
Lhave beet c 
in the way of th 
My position, humbl as it 


into thts 


lerk, 





ole hare 


orean- 


lportanec,. | 


never not expected, an clection, 


kind- 


ness which I have received; but J should be vastly 
more pleased if the suffrages which at been 
given to me should be cast for an abler and % 
worthier man. 

Mr. WALKER. I leave to make this 
remark before L cast my vote. I feel it is due to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to state that 
my question was not the result of any distrust 


which I felt as to that gentleman’s yy woh, But 


Il heard the names of gentlemen who had 





voting with me for him easting their suffraves 
for dith rent me mbers of thus Upon thre 
fiulure, I presume, as they conceive, of my friend 


from Pennsylvania to answer the Lon cate- 
rorics lly pro} vounded to him by the wet] 
trom New York, [Mr. When I saw that 
manifest of distrust, 1 felt called uy 
the question directly to the 
sylvania, and | earn whether or not the 
of these fri “de of 
cround to rest 
as I have voted heretofore. 
fully, and in 
that 1 am standing 
Constitution and 
fore Ct my vole 
Mr. READY } 

The CLERK. 


quest 
eman 
SAG! | 
ation Monto put 
entleman trom Penn- 
UhCASTNESS 
mine 
upon. 


had or had not any just 


I am now content to vote 
I cast my vote cheer- 
feelan honest ec 
by the best interest 
the laws of the 

for Mr. Fuirier. 
here addressed the Clei 
The Ch rk bee 3] ive to 

a st to the members, that the House is in 
process of voting, and that they had better defer 
their remarks until the result of the 


So doing miviction 


rat 
tsi 


yote IS an- 

nounced. 
Mr. READY. I desire imply to say one 
word tothe House. IT have been casting my vote 


] 
eens 


for nearly two w for 


1 Henry M. Fourier. | 
have done so under an ass 


uranee that he oeceunied 
a position which Leould fully approve in refer 
to the question which hi divide 


Pe | 
S Line 


so mie conntry, 
and its Representatives upon this floor. When 
he was interrogated to-day by the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. 8 AGE,] as to whether or 


not he would vot 
tion, I understood him to evade a direct answer 
tothe question. Under thatimpression and belief 
when my name was ealled, I cast my vot 
other gentleman. Inanswertothe ii 
since propounded to him by the 
Alabama, [Mr. Warker,] | 
answer distinctly that he 
restoration of the Missouri restriction. 


to restore the Mis 


Url restric- 


for 
lhiterrovatory, 


an- 


crentleman from 
understand him to 
would vote against the 


I there- 


THE CONGRES 


justify any man in declining 


fore ask to change my vote to Mr. Fuiier, of 
Pennsylvania. {Cheers from the gallery.] 
Mr. LAKE. I desire to say to thi House that, 


In casting my vote upon this eall of roll, I did 


Lihit 


not give my vofe to the individual for whom | 
have voted for several days prior to this time. I 


have been in the habit, recently, 
Frivter, of Pennsylvania, of F 
and conformity to the Phik 
lieved | had abundant evide: 
my vote with cheerfulness; bet to-day, owing to 
that not answering the inte rrovatory 
which was propounded to him by the } 
from New York, (Mr. 
micht he some doubt 
evidence exhibited to me. 
unwillmen to vote 


Willing to e3 


of voting for Mr. 
tf whos: » consistence y 
me Iphi iplatform I be- 

“ec, and therefore cast 


r¢ ntleman 
rentleman 
SAGE, | 1 thought there 
sas to the correctness of the 

I fecla reluctance and 
for a man who is not 
<press his views upon important mat- 
therefore I did not vote for Mr. 


ess 


ters m ssue,; 





Futter. But 1 bee leave to say to the House, 
that lam now perfectly itisfied that he is con- 

stent and correct upon this question, and | 
therefore ask to change my vi te, and to east it 
for Mr. Fenter, of Pennsylvania. [Applause 
trom the galleries. ] 

a ae, ae d his vote to Mr. Ferrer. 

JALL. I wish, before recardine my vot 

to say a few words in explanation of the votes 
Lhave heretofore given. After the withdrawal 
of my colleague [Mr. Camper} as a candidat 


>the Sneakershin, there beme a wide difference 
| nts of the gent 
Banks | 
i sof domestic 
ne days for the man from Pe 
Mr. Fuirer,}] upon the a 
carl oft his \ 
to my underst 
Nebrask 
LER hum 


ot Ole 


leman from 
and myself 
policy, [ east 


upon 
my 

) gent! 
yivanta, | 


\ 
a col 


surance of 
that he was richt—ae ordi or 
inding of what is richt—upon the 
a que l did not ques tion Mr. I I 

self, but relied upon the repress 
W ho was 8S Ippose d to be ace 
Mr. FuLier’s views that su 
days att rwards | le that thre av nt} 
Pe nnsylvi nia h id some 
anees to gentlemen from the South upon that sub- 
ject. Tmet Mr. Futter, and asked him in rela- 
tiontothematter. Iwasassured that he 
no pl rete yy promises In any 


eiven us thit suranee 


thon. 
| ntatlous 
juameted wit 

upon Some 
arned 


riven pledges or 


bieet. 
man from 


auSsur- 


had eiven 
ce 


has 


called 


quarts r. 
to-day. Lal 


same as 








upon one or two gentlemen from the Sanih in 
whom I had confidenee, and who would not de- 
ceive me—one from the Missouri delezation, and 
one from the Tennessee delegation: they also 
informed me that they had no pron iises or pledges 
from Mr. Fceiier. One of those gentlemen said 
he preferred Mr. Furtterto some other gentlemen 
from the North, merely because there was no 
record connected with him in connection with 
the Kansas-Nebraska question. 1 did not par- 


ticularly eare about cramminea man witha record 


down the throats of the south rn Opposition mem- 


bers, provided the man they should take was all 


right upon what we conceive to be the important 
issues of the day. I voted for him under the im- 
pression that hi would vote against the admis- 


Like 
man, and favored 
Like 
Oppose d to all 
As he 
against 
and I 


I would 


sion of Kansas with a slave constitution. 


him, I hi: d been 
the finality of the 
him, ] came 
further agit 
uid he 


| 
the 


a compromise 
compromiss s of 1850. 
he re, tWo vears aco, 
ation of the slavi ry qui tion. 
should have done, I did; I voted 
the Missouri compromise, 


se 10 recret the vote, 


repo al ot 
i 


have se nhnoeecau 


vee again the same way to-morrow. I think, 
Nn -Jancuage of the resolution passed by the 
aan Nothings in convention at Binzhampton, 
which has been quoted here to-day, ** that slavery 
oucht not to receive any advantage by thi it vio- 


lation of the pledged faith of the | 


%9 
ed S 


and, by the blessing of God, it never aie 
any act or vote of mine. 
I now ask leave to reeord my vote for Mr. 


Banks. [Applause in the House 
Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
wish merely t 


and : lerie s.] 
Mr. Clerk, | 
word in this connection. 
I sce a ve ry strong toe in the House to 
ret rid of diffic ultie ‘gs in the y of organization; 
and j in order to relieve our frie cha from unneces- 
sary trouble in explanations, I will say to them 
that, if they give me time and call upon me, I 
will furnish them pledges and reasons which will 
to vote for one of 
this famous Know Nothing party upon any side 
of any question. [Laughter and approval. ] 


to say one 


bee 


SIONAL GLOBE. oO 00 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I 
would ask the gentleman from Pennsylwanta [Mr. 
Jones] whether he can furnish pleds 
promises from Mr. Banks, which should prevent 
his friends from votineforhim? If so, 1 would 
ask the gentleman to furnish gs with proof of 
those pl des or promises, 

Mr. JONES. ‘The gentleman from Kentucky 
has asked me a question and I will answer him. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, (inter- 
rupting.) Lunderstood the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania Mr. Jones] to say tnat, if called on, 
he can furnish evidence sufficient to satisfy any 
Know Nothing why, upon any side of any” 
tion, he should not vote for Mr. Futter. 


any ros or 


que S- 


i ‘ries 


of ** No, no: he did not say so.’’] Did IT under- 
stand him aright in thinking he said so? [Cries 
“No, no!’*}) That is the way his remarks 
were understood on this side of he House. 
Mr. JONES. I willstate to the ®entleman—— 


CLERK, (interrupting. ) The Clerk would 


tate to the House that the result of the ballot is 
J t beine ; , need. and he would sueves 

out eines announeed, ane © Would suevest 
that gentlemen defer their remarks until the result 
of th ballot is announced. 


Mr.CAMPBELL. Asthis matter is material, 


I] would ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Jones) what he did gh f 
Mr. JONES. 1 stant d that if I had time al- 
lowed me, and were cal Hed 1 upon; I could—— 
Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) I insist on 


result of the 
this matter goes further. 
ro on!??] 

ir. JONES. IT stated ne I understood 
the diffieulties which arose here were as to the 
position w hich the party oceupie d on this ques- 
tion of slavery, and I only meant, p layfully , to 
remark, to save time in explanation, that if any 
gentleman wished to understand the position of 
the party, | could furnish evidence to remove 
that difficulty from the mind of any gentleman, 


and to previ nt him from voting for any one of 
them. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


to mention the 


having the yote announcea before 


{Crie sof “Oh, let him 


l ask the gentleman, then, 
party to which he 
Mr. JONES. I refer to what is called the 
Know Nothing party. I will explain to my 
friend again what I meant by my remark. 1 did 
not hate nd to go further, however. My colleague 
[Mr. Campset] arose yesterday, and said that 
he repudiated the charge of free-soilism or anti- 
Nebraskaism, but that he voted for the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] 
ause he was a cood Americar Now, I only 
meant to say that there are a number of gentle- 
men here who can vote for him not he 
isan American, but because he is right on the 
Kansas-Ne Now, if that be the 
tandard, | want to say to our friends on the 
other side, that all they have cot to dois, let one 
portion of that party vote for Mr. Banks because 
American; let another portion vote for 
him beeause he is a good Free-Soiler; and let the 
rest of them vote for him lives in 
Massachusetts; and if there are any remaining, 
let them vote for him because everybody admits 
that he is qualified to fill the of Spe aker. 
ew mse an d li wieh ter, 
Mr. need I understood the gentle- 
man Jones, of Pen: ISy Ilyana, ] to en ploy ; 
y, terms discriminating between what 
he denominates the Know Nothing party of the 


7 : 
has reference, 


beeause 


‘braska question. 


he is 
because he 
station 


Me. 


vesterday, 


North and the American party of the South; 
and lf understood that, when called upon to ex- 
pli lain. the re Was an evasion on hts part. To-day 
he avows thr ntiment that, if called upon, and 
if he be given time, he will present evidence 
which will be suffieient to satisfy us all that we 
hould not vote for any member of the Know 


Nothing party. Now ¢ Sil J came to this House 
a conservative man, representing a Common- 
wealth which has ever been conservative on these 
vexed questions of the day. Her devotion to 
this Confederacy has never yet been questioned; 

her position has been always national. Coming 

from that Commonwealth pr “pare ‘d to act in har- 
mony and concert with the Representatives of 
the several States, I witness on this floor a state 
of things which is in violation of all national faith. 

The gentleman [Mr. Jones] yesterday avowed 
that the resolution which he had introduced into 
the Democratic caucus was which had no 


reference to the American party; but, sir, in the 


one 











{ } l not thatyr i Ite i re) VY cor 

itu thi party, by Hit ‘ nera il t thie 
Am inp on ees of the Dem- 
ocr val i ! ile mis int! yvorth, 
In | t i W ® al ) outhe- 
ern Stet , In Opposition to the Know Nothing 
, j jONES Allow me to correct the gentle- 
} fie ientucl th On may iar bh lit 
Wl j one d nie at ts Vite i ood In to LY that 
I did notameanthe American party. I stated dis- 
tinetly L reesgnized no such party; that | was an 
Lmerican: the word fu d Wa Know Noth : 
But | id that if gentlemen were at a loss to 
comprehend what was meant by that, they micht 
eallit the party which they called the American 

ional, and some 4 sen national, and | wanted 
to nor illef m under thet name, 


Mr. CAMPBE L 2 Sir have everconecived 








that, through courtesy, a party was entitled to 
' » | + ' . 
that denomination which it clauos, and that when 
any ventioman pa convention or tha caueu is 
called upon tor rto tat 4 ‘1 I ould char- 
Lebe riz it by thei ea Lh it « i r,J 
Nave hever Ve let fall from t Ltign 
that the Demo « party \ if f » part 
and. | rox nize no. [ ! ) 
¢ A t Kk 
‘ Litt \ ti ii i t \ \y ‘ i rty 
fAp a ! Lire I 
~ i i ‘ . th 1 \ 1hit 
ire i ‘al i ! ’ ny 
t] re boot from P - 
vania, | Nir. Jones,] introduced int ! 0- 
: ‘ 
‘ i l i i Abt it} rmiy. 
| 4 ! ) 
1 } tin if wail t ied 
i I 
Rey ntative of South Caro 1, { Mr. Orr,| if 
it 4 ry for ( tioh of hye 
i] { i nil Om List < ‘ HUY HNatlopat uid 
emi Vopatriots Butwhat does t reso- 
lution do? it binds forty national men, who ar 
repy niatives of the Amertean party on this 
floor. in oppo ition toany codperation with them, 


nad <I rnd here prepare d oca tiny vot {or 





national Ma IN OPpPoOsitron Co any sectional fac- 
tionist from whatever quarter he may come. 
l Appl vuse in the gallery. ] 

The allegation hes be r mk ad that the Ameri- 


ean party is nota national pa : and trom whence 





dor sitcom rr rom gent lemen bele ming to the 





Democratic party of this TLouse. ‘They tell us 





] | ‘ er +1 : ‘ , 

that theirs is the national party—that it Is Inere 

national than ours. And what evidence is there 
f this fact? Hlave they held less — 

or this tacts have they eld Gess COMIMNUNLON 


with the Abolitionists —with that faetion which 
tone he : t] ‘ doctrine of polituc il laree ny, of poliu- 
cal mfamy—thanours? Have they made less cay 
ital by, pand ring to the prejudices of northern 
fanatic! ism? HH: ive th V not soucht thre votr of 


men who are false to their country? In what, 
his halo of nationality which they 
say is thrown around the Democratic party? 


then, consists t 


Mr. Clerk, when you come to examine the 
reeord of the D mocratic party, you will lh ale in 


] >? tr | “ 
as sectional as any other party. hey have ws 





sectional a platt rm as any px rty ih tie country 
ever had. They have anationalorgan published 
in this city, edited bya man formerly occupying 
the position of United States Senator f Tt { 


State of Tennessee. That newspaper, oa the Sth 
of June, 1854, avowed that the Democratic party 


could never nationalize itself upon the question 


l 

of sl ery, and that if the Baltimore National 
Convention had taken that position upon the 
compronuse measures of 1850, conditioned, as it 
was, with several separate fragments of which it 
Was composed, there would have been a disimem- 
berment of that party. Sir, could a national 
organ, representing a national party, avow such 

a sentiment as thats 
And, sir, the resolutions of that convention met 
notthe issue. The Whicparty, then boasting of 
its unfalterine fidelity to the Union, held its con- 
vention; but when the national men of that con- 
vention demanded that resolutions should be 
passed such as should be satisfactory to the 
South and to the North, like political managers 
the y faltered; the Vy did not meet the issue, and 
oo was the result?) These two great partics 
d W ith t ach olner Th chneouraging the support 
of this fanatical party at the North. And by 
their devices, and the measure sadopted by the mn 
to obtain its coéperation and support, they have 


brought the country te its present condition. By 

















“AMPBELL 


Pennsylvi 


a 
ultimatuin of ask no le eyslation on thi 
South have ¢ 


ee of 





rrence for our In titutions, and the princi 
sof their political platform, we are led to be 
1 
i 








man, that L oOmMmmMon- 


Tibi StuN 


sand that I 
hh ¢ { mustard -seed 





December 19, 


y lodge in its branches. [Hisses in the 
exeitement. ] 
"AMPBELL. The gentleman from New 


eee ante Monmuh linen nets 
Is his party the Blae k Republican par 





ntleman trom Michigan, [Mr. Watpron, | 


ver, obreets to my callingitby that name, and 


led the Re public ui party. 
I want »> know who I shall follow , and 
name P shall designate that party 
HUGHSTON, It matters not to me by 
Ine Ey party isecalled. I wish, however, 


ly to be understood that Tam not a mem- 





“any American or Know Nothing organiza- 
But th la toftall organizations that I yould 
mneet myself with. ts with the twelfth-se¢ 


snow Nothines, who are in favor of what 
term a national platform. 


ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. Iwill 


gontioman a quesuon, Does he belongs to 





i wuNZatlon ¢ 


LiIUGHSTON. Ido not. 
MARSHALL. I do not refer to the 


ican, but to the Republican oreanization, or 





wk reanization—take which- 
Liye 

HUGH N. I belong to the Republi- 
irty of New York. 

MARSHALL. Will you tell me what 
aims and intentions of that party which 
ure as a mustard-seed, aa which 1s to 
md strengthen? [Cries of ** It will take a 
to do it !?’? ** Declare the vote !?"] 


HUGHSTON. Lam pert cuy willing to 


ALL. Tell me, then, what are 
leets of your organization on the 





et of slavery? 


HUGHSTON. Inever eavil in regard to 
Gentlemen may suit their own taste in 


nee to the names by which we ere to be 
enated. ‘That is a mere matter of taste. 


MIARSHALL. The eentleman does not 
juestion, i prestume that he can do 


{ 
riefly. [Cries of ** Declare the vote !’’ ** An- 


er the Muestion rq 


IHUGHSTON. I will answer the gentle- 


from Kentueky with pleasure at the proper 
and my answer, Ll assure him, will be cat- 


M ARSHALL. I will waive th question. 


oo: 


of ** Letus have the vot ‘ Deel ire the 


CLERK. The gentleman fron Kentucky 


*, CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. Mr. Clerk, 


Interrupted, Twas addressing the oe ihk 


tion to the Niissourt compromise | Was DYro- 
i i 


ling to state thatit wes a measure in its char- 


prejudicial to the South: that i made an 


t diserinin print oween northern and south 


itizens; and thatits repeal pihveed the country 
citizens of-ail seetions under the Constitu- 
ion exactly as was designed by the founders of 


our Government, And Tsay now that the South, 


Naced in the position waich she is entitled 


occupy with the North, never will submit to 


storationof that Missouri compromise line, 


toa chanee of polie y other than that which 


navowed by the American party. 
ldition, we di mand th t we shall be let alone 





ject. Ifslavery 





moral, social, and political evil, then this 
publiens 


should be satisfied that the in- 
is not upon it, but upon those 





‘hitsurrounds. We donotask interference. 
satisfied, however, with their own business 
with the local institutions of their own States 





come forward, despite tl plain provisions 


Constitution, totake charge of the interests 


‘southern people. And by their expressed 


J 


a . push matters to a 


that they are r 


neth which must ulumately lead to a dissolu- 
tion of this Unton. 


STANTON. By what authority does the 


entleman say that the Republican party of the 
ted States desires to interfere with the msti- 
— heslaveholding portion of “the country ? 


‘AMPBELL. By the resolution pass vd 


‘inelnnat! convention, or the saaerele tion 


M ict it b ars, for the rt peal of the Kansas and 


ska act. 





JSTANTON. Read the resolution. 





1850. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, pre- 
able, but merely the substance of the resolution. 
lt is as follows: 


IL will not read the 


‘That the 
infraction of the ph 


should bes 


repeal of the Missouri compromise was an 
rhted faith of the nation, and that it 


stored; and if etforts to that end should tail, 





Cong hould retuse to ad into the Union anv Stat 
tolerating shave whieh shall ve forme it of any portion 
of the territory froin which that institution Was cxcluded 


by that compromise. 

Mr.STANTON. On that re 
1 ] ! A 

that the Re 


to lhtericre Ww 


? 
sort 


, 1 1 
gentleman elanns publican party de- 





y in the States in 
which it now exists? Is that the 
forNhis assertion? That the 
dng to exclude slavery from Kansas,a 
they mean to do it, : 


Sire 





onl warrant 


> oar 
Penubliean 





party 
1 +] 


na at 


rovided 





there is no doubt, 





they are sustained by the sentimentof th pee pl ; 
of the free States. — 

Mr. CAMPBELL. My remarks were based 
on that resolution. [tis an iiterference with our 
1 titu ‘ ed thes Varue 
rights in the « Hs 
from the longs tou 


— oh as it d to vy In_ 
as mueh aS Ww Goes to you. il 


the compromise measures Wer 
tion Was made that the Missourl eom- 
' 
| 


ine should hye 1 to Pa- 
Was that proposiuon vot d tor by 


run throug the 


members who 
he member trom Mass 
, } +! 
Banks, ] } 


} . 
Die ihwe 


rard to the eancus of the 





ichu- 
which was 
from Ohio [Mr. 


otil 
resolution 


Cup- 


piNGS] indieates the exact demands of that party 

called Republican. In addition, sir, we find that 
A . 

every vote Which has been taken in cither this ore 


the oth r wing of the Capitol exhibits a determ- 
ination on their part to ware an uncompr ! 
Wartiure 1 
see gentlemen on this floor strivin: 


point, and 





avainst the southern 





stitution 
r towards one 
that is the election of a Spr aker 
Wr 


e interferences 


1 


Who 


Is Opt niy Oppose d to our Lostitul have 


lons, 
remark in answer to tl 

rave been made by the northern men by 
their legislation, and that is this: we regard this 


Contedcracy as se ondary in Importance, and that 





When a Government falters In carrying out its 
fuarantees tor the protection of life, liberty, and 


no lonver entitled to the fealty of 
And in addition to that, | will avow 
that it will b 
by my constituency, that whenever t} 


property, it is 
Its ClUZeH 
this sentiment, beheving indorsed 
us Govern- 
ment makes a distinction between a southern and 
a northern constituency or citizenship, the. 


1} 


shall ho long reo side roours lve S bound to sup- 


port the Confeder: 


= 
'y, but will resort to the right 
; 


of revolution, which is reece 1 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes, 

Mr. HOWARD. Then TI ask the eentleman 
Was not the meeting at Cinein- 
nati, of which he speaks, called as an American 
mer c American or Know 
Nothing party? Did it not assemble as such? 
Was it not regarded as such, and did not the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from the gentleman's own 
State, who is president of that wing of the Ameri- 
can party which stands upon the twelfth section of 
the Philad: Iphia platform, atte nd that me eting and 
approve of the resolution which the gentleman has 
read ? 

Ir. CAMPBELL. Inanswertothe gentleman, 

T have to say that that convention was composed 
of seceders from the Philadelphia convention, 
| applause inthe callertes,] who were not disposed 
to place their love of country paramount to sec- 
tional or loeal opinions upon the great question 
of slave ry. 


venized by all. 
sir; as Many as 


you 


1 
this question: 





tin meeting of the 


ri 





[ answer his second question by saying that 
the pre sident of the National Council or Conven- 
tion was there by special invitation; he was in- 
vited and requ sted to attend the meeting and 
Witness the proces dines, so as to learn their posi- 
tion upon the question in relation to which they 
considered themselves aggrieved. 

Mr. HOWARD. 


tleman who 1s 


Out of respeet for the gen- 
president of the American organi- 
zation, L wish to ask uf he there said that the 
Am« ricans of the S ruth ought to concede to the 
Americans of the North the doctrines of that 
resolution? L have been informed that he did, 


and, in justice to him, if it be true, it should be 


broueht out, 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the 
authority 


Mr. HOWARD. 





name of any gentleman. [Applau nd hisses 
in the vallery and on the floor.|) I und Lilt 
that all these questions are put and wered 
upon What are current rumors in revard to th 


position of parties, 
ir, CAMPBELL. Sir, whilst I recogniz 

















upon the part of no gentleman upon this tloor a 
right to as La {loid. Ubi sitb d faith 
and based upon authority. Lb will say for the gen 
tlheman trom Nentucky. who. pr ident of the 
convention of the Ame ries party. that hier s “ands 
upon national grounds. Whilst 1 have no per- 
sonal acquaintance with him, and know not any 
eXpresston he may have given utterance to in 
Cincinnati, | know that much of the @entleman, 
| repu on and character, as | believe wil { 
thorize me to say that he unds upon the twelfth 
section of the Philadelphia platform, that he is 


agitation of the slavery ques 
4) 
quentry 


the Missouri ¢ 


Oppose d to thie 
ind cons oOpposs d to the restoration of 


Ormpromise., jPOueAt applatiss 





Mr. CAMPBELL. of Ohio. If my friend 
from Kentucky will dlow me, T will hima 
question in good faith, having Lstened with mach 
attention to his remarks. It is om Which tu- 
voly a matter of principle, a id f have no doul 
he willenswer me trankly If J] understand h 
post ton, and t it of the party with which he aets 
in tins body, itus this, that they are ready for a 
disruption of this Union unless the South shall b 
permitted to take thetr slaves into all the ‘Territe- 
ries belonging to the Government. My question 
eoes beyond the mere matter of the rep al of the 


UPL ct in Which L hold th 
he South was involved. 


and the 


ISS¢ yipromiise, 





party with which he acts propose t 


» take 
from the ‘Territory of Minnesota. from Oregon, 
and from all the vast territory extending to the 
Pacific ‘th of 36° 30’, the restrictive clause ? 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. In answer 
to my friend from Ohio, [must say that the p: 


has announecd tn its platform the posi 


It OceUupPlEs, L ask no northern man as to his in- 


uiol Whiter 


dividual sentiments upon the subjeet ef slavery 


or in relation to ts policy, its advantage, or its 


injury; but, sir, we ask this, and we demand it 
it the hands of Congress, that they shall leave the 
[erritories as they are. and let the P ople of each 
Territory themselves determine the question, and 
{ 
' 


“they say it shall be *ta land of freedom 
the ventheaman would have it, we have no objection 


, but are in favor of its admission uw 


i valleries.| But if 
tile Le rritory say 
p introduced, and thatitis a 
matter of policy and advantage to them t} 





plause in the 


Liat they desire 


shall be, then we say that it is 


duty ot Conere ss 


1 to admit it as a slave 
[Renewed applause. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
not meet the 
making th 
to say 


My friend does 
will bear 
sugvestion again. 
v that the people of the South had always 
recarded the Missouri compromise as an infamy, 


point, and hi with me in 





L understood Aiitn 


because it took from them the right to carry their 
slaves north of 36030’. My pot, then, is this:if 
it was right for Congress to repeal the Missouri 


sto extend to them the 
‘slaves 


compromis 


privilege 





ll 





f there, does it not follow that 
the South, in carrying out that principle, will 
exact the removal of the prohibition in the Min- 


nesota aet, in the Oregon act, and in re lation to 
all the other Territories? 

And now, while the gentleman is speaking 
upon this subject, LT want to know whether it is 
propose d, upon the part of the South, in order to 
secure What they demand as their rig! in the 
‘Territories, to pursue the line of policy marked 
out in the Kansas-Nebraska bill until they shall 
have removed all obstructions to the advance of 
slavery into all territory of the United 
States ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. [ now 
derstand the ) 


hew issue uponuth 


other 


un- 

ventleman to propose to thrust a 

American party. Lam 
vd 


for mvecif and my 


peak- 


Ing upon this floor constit- 


uents, and as faras Lamauthorized Lwillanswer 
himas tothe poley indieated by the American 


paray. The poliey of its platform, as commonly 
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avowed, is,that matiers 1 atte ythe question 
of s ery shall remain as t y are—tha 
Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the territorial bill, 
bas d us they are in their org@auization up it 
coinproniises of 1350. shall remain in their present 
condition undisturbed 

But, in relation to this Missouri compre I 
say, that what was given to the North th Vv 
was obtaimed by t acquit on of Loutstana. 
That territory north of 36° 30’, which was eiven 
tot North by the Missourt conmprom . Was 
vielded up by thes i under th dora a thi 
in hati ie oft trie Yortl 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. TI rst 
row Kent ky \ L yocare tor ee nh 
unpo MY tter of ! ry | ! \} our) ¢ ! 
promise Was passed by seut \ , and not, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. IT would a 

rentioman Where the Misseurt comprot 
mietuated ¢ Was not that bill roduced into 
Senate by Senator Thomas, of PHlnois? W it 
rh it fi deteated int by the oppo 
Seca nen at Sines \\ ne 
’ rw a thi diced y oe \ i int! On 
Ono, oF tied Pempody urrke p) 
ples lt eame fro: the North d i in 
It beth it were a) ie to ruttil hh to OV 
come ther cons ition i ‘ 11 iva t t 
ity clanmed party demanded them to 
\ d Lier sup - I ly for the rea : 
that the U t not dissolved Lh 
South yield iY parr m upon that o = 
sion rose q t to them J : 
sir, have n n found \ i by 1 t 
when then ‘ in a r, Or W Mh thaeny 
country called for their support. 

fi add fron to that, th is b rn » thin of 
danger to our country when the South h not 
yielded up her inter d hes hts to satist 
the North. Even, sir, inthe xation of I 
ther Was col oh mad I; the } o 
the compron HlecauSsur OL tov i on 
inade by thes th msiay rit Vi 1 
up tol I @ territory, lo I ty th demand ot 

we Non ‘ 

In iswer to the n lema iil mm Penn \ Ma 
[Myr. Jones] and th i from ‘Penn “ 
no prope iOit for ai miter 7 of vir d 
Op Os ] S nad } j } adit Ve \“ it 
Presta ily) of th \ 1 | Vou i 
expiration of our ¢ ri If 
des that there } i) L wal uid b ! 
thro b bye Yee t nal beta till blo 
and eli lye t y i 0 oO yu ‘ 
cou which ' } d hey lt 
th V thi k thre eout will « ( i ) 
party, they are im Ken the very b t r 
Which h Ss oceurred, | ( ’ 


It illustrates to tie country, and to politi i 


the fact that the pt it to ¢ n | the 
who are devoted to th vod of 1 country. it 
also shows that the conservativ ! . 
country Will commune tner, d _ 
port of th Government, and thereby enti \ 
erush out and destroy the local feeling w 
producing so mucly discord among the Stat of 
thie { hilo 

Mr. SLANTON. I desire to inquire of the 


Kentucky, how it 
he charges the Republ }) Vy 
of the Know Nothing convent 
Cri ai Vote ' = Vot e? i 


rentioman trom 


m at Cineinna 


[The result of the vote, as above recorded, was 


here announced, | 


Mr. NICHOLS, 


have seen 


Since I have been 


hie re. [ 


manifestations of indecorous conduct 
in the valleries; 


Dut mdecent. 


that thre 


and conduet not only indecorous 
\ ot} ' 
. Mr. ern, 


bi dLLNE ay 


blouse in reg 


lL move you, therefore 
acting officers of the 
to enforee the rules of the 
order. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In the first p 


sir, there are no rules to be enforeed: ar dvu 


next place, I hope that those 
here by the people, as 


who have been sent 


their Representat 


hever turn any part OL the people Out « ! 
Hall for following the examples set vy othe 
selves unon this floor. [Lauchter.| Ef the Rept 
sentatives upon this floor desire that.th 


shall look 
here, I 


themselves of applauding or h 


on and be silent as 


wdmonish 


to the proce 


them not 








” 
‘ee 

we 
om 


CHIOLS | \ 
e 1? 
) > 
j 
i i 
i Led I ‘ 
' off i 
| . ' 
nf? nf 
{ - i | ‘ » 
Oe? i t ! i 
roserved % ‘ wfore had 
fore I sist Vy motor 
\ JONES. PT pi r, from \ t | 
‘ | . my peeultar ii1- 
1 fined Ii \ hy 
ould of thie it trom O 
eop ») proserip reheia or po | 
! erty adaf ti Ix Not 
0 11 ulert vd d whe 
ir f d Ke i I. foro 
| blo on ized and i 
! rhivne i iy % » turn out of 
at N a Capitol ev tho 
’ ld pro toe’ dhe, 
\i LIUMPHREY MARSHALL. I mov 
{ | Gao now a wri. 
Vr. FLORENCE. 1 that Pd lt 
"l' i re ord } d | vi Lot Ci 
Gd WurrLer rea 1 
i ( hon W 3 Thien tal i and n t 
ted iyi LOG, nay =i) 
rhe ion being acreed to, the House accord 
tla t ) if na titi V fy Praddael ) 
ad uiritil te kmorroy {\ ve Oo c1o6 k, ] 


IN SENATE. 
Tucrspay, December 20, 1855. 
Prayer bythe Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dray. 
TheJourn Uofyesterday was read and approvi d. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. FOSTER, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe memorial of Francis Gulboau, admin 





i-trator of Bryan Callaghan, deceased, be withdrawn from 
tiie files of the Senate, and reterred to tie Court of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. FOSTER, it w 
Ord That Nahum Ward have | ve fo withdraw his 
mem mol and papers tor th purpose Of presentation to the 


Court of Clatnis. 
PRIVATE CLAIMS. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committe: 
to whom was referred the r 
to private claims, submitted by the Senator from 
‘Tennessee, [Mr. Benn.] aud an amendment to it, 


ubmitted by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 


on Claim 


solution im relation 


flamiiw.| have instrueted me to report the fol 


atall private claims, upon which no adverse 





reports Were made or ord durh the last ses=10 ind 
Which were pending befor senate att | of th 
last session, and Which claims are tounded uy 


ol Cong ss. Or Upon 
partinent, or upon any ¢ 
the Government of the ttes. and whieh the clatin 

hoose to prosecute betore the Court of Claims, be, and 


expre or implied, with 








the same are hereby, relerred to the said court; and th 
Secretary of the Senate be, aud he ts hereby, instrueted to 
deliver all the papers im such cases to the clerk of the said 


vurt upon his applieation. 
\Ir. President, if it be the pleasure of the Sen- 
wtask that the resolution which [have reported 
asasubstitute for the resolution submitted by the 





f 


Senator from Tennessee be now considered, 
The PRESIDENT. 
etions; the resohition is, therefore, before the 
senate. 
Mr. BRODITEAD. The Senate will observe 
that the Committce on Claims have embodied in 
the resolution the words of the law, and have 
ly proposed to vefer to the Court of Claims 
ses in which they now have jurisdiction. The 
cfleet of this resolution will be to enable private 
claimants to obtain their papers from the Senate 
files in those eases in which the court have juris- 
diction, without a special reference of their ‘cases 
to the court by the Senate. I will read the 
clause of the act which confers jurisdiction upon 


the court: 


The Chair hears no ob- 





The said court shall hearand determine all claims found 

fupon any law of Congress, or upon any regulation of an 

utive departinent, or upow any eontract, expressed or 
imphed, with the Government of the United States’ — 


"These are the words the committee have quoted— 


Which may be suggested to it by a petition filed therein, 


hea 
4 
4 
a 
we] 
stim 
‘a’ 
> 
a4 





be ret 1 ta ! court by 
tj ‘ 
' 
i 1 ( ) ( ! 
~ t t 
i i \ t 
i ( ul bay it ! hh- 
i l ‘I = I i enab 
i i) } ! i ( rk of 
ot ¢ ims n kin \ ( the Secre- 
‘ Ne ti th l 
Mr. HUNTER. Mi 
} ’ that thei 
provided a 
Won. W 
‘ referred to i 
) doup 
eont ; « Will wy tak jurisdiction of them 
‘au thre papers are delivered ? It is 
a t thet the court ould on ly k jurisdic- 
1 of Le as they believe come within 
a ription of the law and of this resolution; 
d, therefore, PE think the Senator from Penn- 
i i hy ra nplish b purpose if 
hh \\ ada id at the el dd of the r olution SONNE 
yra — me court hoi 1 bye oft 
y eo Within the chara er de- 
| ptt lion Le him add sone 
Woras to un ef t. 
Vir. BRODHEAD. Such is my intention, and 
was the intention of the committee, because 
they quote the words of the act conferring juris- 
diction: but the Senator from Virginia will ob- 
r\ t yords 1 tt t 
{ id court shall hear and determine all claims 
ded upon any law of Congress, or upon any regulation 
im eCXeCULN departincnt, or pon any contract, express 
r unplied, with the Government of the United State 
These are the words of the act; these are the 
words W brea used in ther solution: and, there- 
fore, the court will not take coenizance of aclaim 
Ul) t falls within this description. The mere 
fact of reference does not confer jurisdiction 
under this resolution. 
Vir. HUNTER. With that understandine, 
the resolution is well enough. 
Phe olution was agreed to. 


SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, at the commence- 


ment of the sessien I submitted to the Senate a 
ye at from mnie of the members of the Legis- 
lature of Time rainst the election of the hon- 


orable member from that State, [ Mr. TrumeBt Lic] 





| it then, that onthe organization of the ecom- 
mittees, [ would move its reference to one of 
hem—m vitpreer thre Committ on the Judiciary. 
© sieves seine ak Chak rea, the ea ana 
Co ti yyy the ry: but IT am willine 
t tshall go toa | committee, or to any 
over CODmet whi th may be preferred by the 
Senate. If no preference be expressed, [ ask 


hat it be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 


The PRESIDENT. That reference will be 
made, unless it be objected to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, Iam en- 

nad to what ceomnitttes 


tireiv thdilferent 


the pro- 


mav fo: but aS the signers of tlie protest 


seem not to have been aware of the fact that I 
ceased to be a judge, and was suceeeded on the 
tye hen, Some ty »> years he fore iny t le ection to the 
Senate, | wish to present the evidence of that 
fact, thatit may go to the committee alone with 
the protest. ; 

The PRESIDENT. The document will be 
received and referred. 

Mr. BUTLER. The practice upon this sub- 
ji et has been diferent. Upon some occasions 
protests and papers of this kind have been refer- 
red to a committee raised specially for the purpose, 
in the nature of a committee of privileges and 
elections. On other occasions such questions 
have been referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. Lam inclined to think there ought to 
be a more numerous committee to try questions 
of this kind, and one which might be supposed 
to be selected for the justice and impartiality of 
its members in regard to the point in dispute. I 
do hot he lleve the Committee on the Judiciary 
will have any feeling in this case one way or the 
other: but | would prefer to have a special com- 
mittee raised, if such be the wish of the sitting 
member or any of his friends. 


AL GLOBE. 





December 20, 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
Carolina submits no motion L believe? 
Mr. BUTLER Noa, sir. 


sitting member, the honorable Senator 


Lom ile the sugces- 
thon to thre 
from Illinois, that, if it be the wish of himself or 
his friends that a special committee should be 
ra ed, if would ay niore agreeable to me, 

Mir. TRUMBULL. Ihave nowish to express 
about it. | ain enurely satisfied that the case 
shall go to the standing committee of the Senate. 
I have no sort of feeling on that point. It isa 
matter of entire indifference to me before what 
conimittee it shall co. 


On motion, the Senat 


adjourned to Monda 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Trorspay, December 20, 1855. 

The Flouse was called to order by the Clerk 
at twelve o’clock, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The business first in ord r be ing the el ection 

of aSpeaker, the Clerk proceeded to call the roll 


on the sixty-seventh vote for Speaker, with the 
following re sult: W hole number of votes cast, 
221; necessary to a choice, 111; of which— 





Nathaniel P. Banks receivedeids ccc cccésvccessbesees 103 
William A. Richardson..... buvesesne 666 poses sens ae 
Henry M. Puller 004 
Renjamin be. be oc @ 
Alexander C. 4 2 
James L. Orr..... oo 1 
DORE VV ING s 9. 5:60nka 444906 mS ORES ébeneeeesatin 2 
Lewis D. Camppell.ic.cccecseesedstess ‘Metiskecces & 
John Cadwalader..... ésneeee Qsecegeces si neces ° vo 
Nathaniel G. Foster .ccsacecsesess ol¢veree eens tose 3 
John Scott Harrison....... gies ttaeaaceeteese: M 


So there was ‘no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Benks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Butiingion, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 
Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
Edwards, Emre, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kel 

ey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
eiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil 

Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, ‘Todd, Tratton, Tyson, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Cilia BR. Washburne. Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruli, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barelay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 5. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch. Brooks, Burnett, Cadwaleder, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
( 
| 
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‘rawlord, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eng- 
ish, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J.D. Fuller,Goode,Green- 
yvood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Ghiney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Leteher, 
Liunpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Me- 
Quucen, Sinith Muller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver,Orr, Packer, 
Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruttin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Taibott, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, 
and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lie, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Hlumphrey Mar- 
shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ri- 
eaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Leiter—Messrs. Dunn and Moore. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Williams —Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Campbell—Mr. Edie. 

For Mr. Cadwalader—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Haven. 


Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. Mr. Clerk, the 
result of the vote, as just announced, is a pretty 
fair indication as tothe point which we will reach 
to-day. It affords very little consolation to those 
who desire to see this thing brought to a close, 
I have forborne, up to this time, opening my 
mouth on this subject, although I have often 
entertained a desire to do so. I have restrained 
myself because believe that speaking is the very 
last mode by which harmony can be promoted 
here. 

I do not rise now tomakea speech; I rise tomake 
a proposition—one of my own humble concep- 
tion—not to organize the House, but to promote 
by degrees the business of the House. My plan 








a tates lees aa 


1859 


is Oia: onl it may be surrounded, and no dailis 
is surrounded, with difficulties, as all other plans 
are: I propose, sir, that this House proceed to 
tion of two standing ore tg? 
Committee Ways and Means and the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs—in this way: po 
committees, it will be remembered, are composed 
of nine members each. then, that the 
tepublican party, indicated by its one hundred 
and five votes, shall nominate four members of 
each of these two committees. I ei 0 that the 
‘Adn inistration party, indicated by ‘venty- 
four votes,shalln three members of each of 
these This will make I pro- 
the corporal’s guard of the South, 
semen ofthe North W ho have stood by 
them, have the In privilege of nominating 
the remaining two members of each committer 
I propose then, that these two committees retire 
and select their chairmen by a majority vote. I 
propo then, that the two chairme no pre side over 
the ordinary business of this House alternately 
elected. | propo that, 


untila yy aker shall be 

under this plan, one hour of each day be di 
to the introduction of bills 
to their re 
to be taken 
] propose 
be sworn 
of Ways 


the selec 


propose, 


Y 


its si 
ymitnate 


committees, 


i seven. 
Ose then, that 


aided by tho 
imble 


voted 
and resolutions, and 
appropriat » committer s, 
charge of by their respective clerks. 
then, that the members of t Lous: 
Mh by thie men of the Committee 

iat then the House 


ference to the 


1 chair 
Means; and t 
) 


and 


procecd to cleeta Cle rk, | ostmaster, Serreant- 
at-Arms, Doorkeepe r. and la t, but not it ist, a 
Chaplain, through whose prayers, perhaps, som 


oil may be thrown upon the troubled 


[Lau zhte a 

I have said, Mr. Clerk, 
which have been delivered here have 
caleulated to : irony. Thisis no tim 
for invective. Itis no time for crimination and 
recrimination. It is no time forthe s 
for sarcasm, or for defianee. We want har: 
We want We must have 
sion, or else this House will never be 
I believe, sir, that if this plan can be adopicd, and 
we can go regularly to the eradual discharee of 
our public duties, and pay more attention to the 
public business than wi pay 
culties which must arise mmone all 
sibly there can be ina few d: 
harmony in this Llouse as will facilitat 
mote the speedy settlement of these difficul ‘ 

I have no doubt, Mr. Clerk, of the feasibility 
of this plan, and Tsubmit it, in order to hear thi 
older members of the House on the diffie 
if any there be—which surround Lhave not, 
so far, exammed the laws and the at: fii tine 
this House, as to know whether 
difficulties in the 
can only say, that there is no constitutional diffi- 
culty in the way. I have examined 
connection; I have examined the — 
the subject, and | can say distinetl 
there may be some difficulties atte 
the®old laws in regard to rules, 
stitutional objection to it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I would state to the gentle- 
man from Alabama, [Mr. Smirn,] that the law 
of 1791 requires the House to elect a Speaker, to 
be sworn in by a member thereof, “ fore pro- 
ceeding to any other business. This is a law 
passed by the ‘House and Senate, and signed by 
the President, and the action of one House can- 
notannul a law of the land. 

Mr.SMITH. As to the fact of the existence 
of the law referred to by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bocece, | [ presume there is no 
doubt. Nevertheless, I think that that does not 
pre clude the a of adopti ing my plan. It 
does not prevent the House from ania on tem- 
porarily to the dined irce of the duties which are 
pressing upon us, on the pl in which I have 
posed. There is nothing in it in conflict with the 
Constitution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Clerk, I would 
ask the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Smrrij 
whether this House can authorize any person to 
administe r the oath to the me miy rs required by 
the Constitution: The law of Cong 
that the Speaker be elected, and that some 
member shall administer the oath to him. 

Mr. SNEED. Will my colleague [ Mr. 
be good enough to read that law to the House? 

Mr. JONES. I have it before me. It 
requires that the Speaker eleeted shall administer 


Waters. 
es it the spec hes 
not hee n 
romott 


harp retort 





coneession. eone - 


Stal as d. 


’ 1 1 ~ 
to those harsh diffi- 


vs such a state of 


pro- 





iltie 
nuitles— 


not there ar 
way of adopting my plan. I 

In that 
stitution on 
, that thouge rh 
old rules and 


there is no con- 


ro- 


ress Pre quires 


one 


JONE s] 


not 
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ie oaths to the members of the Heuse. Tl 

Constitution of the United States requires that 

this oath shall be administered. Lask him,then, 
: 





if this House, by a mere resolution, has any au- 
thority what | individual to 
administer the oath to me, to him, or to any 
words, ean the House 
t duty? Can 


any other person than are 





other person? 
an officer 


they authorize 


constitute 


ae 
rugarty 


> administer oaths whieh shal 








, ! upon any person, unless it 
be passed by both Houses of Congress, and 
signed by tl President of the United Stat in 

laces 

H Mr. Clerk, the heno le fen- 

‘Tennessee, Who has just addr d 
Line rH rut l one of those met tber to hom | 


} } ‘ } . a 
appealed to know what difficulties, if any Siil 
I 





rounded the proposition | propose to pr nt. He 
has suegesteda diiliculty, it may beaser 
one, so far as the admiunistr mn of oath 
concerned. But lt have made this proposition as 


a basis upon which we might more quietly brin 


! 1 
avout the organization of th 


cannot see tinetly how there can be any msur- 


mountable difficulties in the way of the adoptio; 
of such a resolution. 
Mr. GROW, (int rrupting. ) Ifthe gentlem 


from Aiabama will allow m 
tiouse to the la 5 








eontleman trom and th 
eentieman from illuded 
Mr. SMITH 
Mir. GROW moof an 
act p din 7 
Jad ; rt | tt : 
Co [ ter evi ral i nol then ' 
tl eon 1 ation <a ull i ) 
( member ot t Hou Rep 
=| tk ind | lia to il th it » t ad to 
the Clerk, pre us to entering on a ther bu ; 
Mr. JONES When w that act proved 
Mr. GROW. The 17th of June, 1789 
Mr. JONES. Was it the first act passed upon 


Mr. GROW. S, sir, 
Mr. SMITH, (resuminge.) I: 


d 

unless something of this sort 1s done, the p 

busi of the cou try will suffer. | Wi 
. : 

ordinarily remarke d. th: witis notan rota 


¢ that thi 
at onee to business. It is 


any business until 


Corse 


House should pro d 


said that it never do 


quence 


after the Christmas holt 

be a good deal of truth in the r 
nevertheless true that the if I 
st amount of business introduced 


mn the stocks, so to 





} spear, pefore 
that time. 


have these 


can we not takeup this matter informally; 
“CVRD E Le 


prepare their bill 


let gentlemen 
1; have 
necessary: 


appointed; 
| = 
yr them forwar 
committees, if 
instead of 
upon topics su h as we 


, and brin 
them referred to th 
and then leg them, making speeches 
have heard for the last 
several days, which are really exciting and eal- 
culated to do mischief, make speeches upon the 
public business ot 


yy 
There are 


their ttuents? 

no hopes that a rerular organiz: 
of the House can be effected for months to com 
in the present condition of things. My honor 
able colleague from Alabama, [Mr. WaLKer.] a 
few days azo, submitt 


ot comprot nise, 


coust 


wisn 








ed a proposition by way 
And how was It ; 
was received by the honorable wentleman 
Pennsylvania [Mr 

that the 
caucus unless it be a Demoeratie ¢ 
probability, t 
lone as such 


received 2 it 
from 
. Jones] with the declaration 
Democratic part y will neve rca into any 
Rad hat 
then, is there of our harmonizine so 
feelings prevail—whil 

ments are persisted in by the different parties in 
the House to ch othe . U wh it basis 
can any proposition be made yany party in thre 
House to any other party, wit! any hopes of 
success ? Why, sir, the who ape seoms to 
be upon all sides to throw obloquy by one party 
upon another. And how e: sy is it to do that! 
Our whole history shows that thisis the 
parties. It is a feature that is dev yped often, 
even before a party is organized. Scarcely 
ever a 


aucus, 
such senti- 


. egt 
Waras ea pon 


hane of 


does 
party existence, before 
mountains of obl guy are heaped upon it from 

ir, would not have 
pursued in this House. | saa tv nothing— 
1 would ive nothine ssaid—to exeilt ill-{ 
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in this House. I say 


commence Its 


all sides. te 


that course 


that it Is its 
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dor to this Hlouse. 1 present them with a 

which, though it may not be binding up i 

ww, yet it is perfectly m ieable for 

thus informally oreanize to that extent, and 

eced quietly with the business of the eountry and 

with the busimess of:the perfect orga on ol 

the LlLouse. The speeeh that ar n 

may be mad upon the lt imate DUSIN 

fionse; and it will have the « of 

qui ting the agitation, the excitement, the ind 

nation of a constituency which certainly h 

SOME « to com) lain. 

Mr. “ADWAL ADER. Ibe leave tod t 
from the conclusions of the eloquent e rau 
who has just taken his seat—that the Ho 
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to elect aS , or that there h 
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d i ima a ’ ent dither lt which ha rod 
l tik V Vy of orean ion Wi I ! 
or d in the practi solution of t yroly 
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yot mized. The Democrat platform 
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ot the yy Pi a reflor ire mad 5 
h yiorable gentlemen to separat: these two qu 
tions, the Democratic party, resting upon its plat 
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vow, of what 1 re anti-D erat 1 y 
composed? Ti is composed of three « 
One portion deny both of the Dem pre 
sitions; another portion content thenisel with 
a dental of one proposition; the remaini ry 
tion with a denial of the other. LT mieht perl 
mention a fourth elass; but as [| wish. to 

h perfeet courtesy of tho from whom I 
differ, I will say nothine of the mnor ite of 
nonde ript portion. | do not 1d hes to di 
( either of the two qu ions which | | 
stated; but | most respectfully d to ¢ l 
eertain rea is why the pu lita of the 
question of organt on, Democi nem be 
cannot be expect d to wubl ih \ 
whieh shall expedite organization other 
thr Linajority of all the v lt) 
that in this resp eta different asp of the que 
tion may hereatier be presented: but th quest 
Is not presented in any such aspect now. | 
state briefly what I understand to he ve 


oad. Wi we i ve to 
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whoa stim to know all the truths u I ! 
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floor about eighty gentlemen who make the Abo 
| mn or Free-Soil pri their governing 1 
ho concur in opposin= tl 1) re 
heir estimate of the importan ( 
per neipl ‘ ostpone wto tl qu 








ivolves the rights of our naturalized 


fillow-citizens; and that there are some seventy- 


five who tand upon the LD moceratic platfo tl 
recognizing both the propositions which I at first 


d. ‘Vhefewremaining members of the House, 
as yet, occupy no defined or intelligible position. 
Now, sir, a re has taken 


place yet unex- 


markable occurrence 
upon this floor—an occurrence a j 
plained—easting a veil of mystery over our pre 
ent action, and exciting much 1» 
throughout land than 
have thus far prevented our organ- 
ization. Every member of this House, | am 


Sure, at once reealls to mind the oceurrenese ) 


indignation 


the mere negative 


mort 
this 
causes which 





which | refer. When the honorabl ntieman 
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have alluded, he withdrew his name from the 
canvass; and, with a feeling which drew forth 
approbation from every quarter, declared, in gen- 
eral terms, that his honor, or the honor of the 
House—we did not then, with absolute certainty, 
know which, though his own honor was under- 
stood to be meant—would be involved in any 
arrangement by which hecould increase his vote. 
In saying this, he referred expressly to the organ- 


ization of the committees of this House as the | 


subject-matter of that suggested arrangement 
which he repudiated with scorn, on what he 
called a question of honor. Honor! that was 
the word. Having referred to the organization 
of the committees of this House as the touch- 


stone of this point of honor, every man’s heart, | 
of course, rose to his mouth, A respectful ap- | 
lication was, however, afterwards made to that | 
aaerthis gentleman to develop the — and | 
a specification | 

of the serious charge which he had thus advaneed | 
That gentleman best knows | 


extent of his meaning, by makin 


in general language. 
the rule of his own conduct. 
I have hitherto been accustomed to believe that 


whenever a general charge is made, it is appro- | 
This is espe- | 
cially a regular inquiry when persons present are | 
to be involved in any investigation consequent | 
I believe that the —— 

| 


priate to require a specification. 


upon the charge. 
from Ohio would have recognized the soundness o 


this rule of conduct, and would have given us the | 
specification, if the request had proceeded froma | 


quarter from which he thought that it was rightly 
addressed tohim. But the request unfortunately 
was made by a Democrat, the honorable gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Smrrn,] and as one 
of us took the liberty thus to put the question to 


the honorable gentleman from Ohio, he claimed | 


the right to make a specific response, or not, as 
he might see proper. I agree reluctantly that, 
until the question is asked by one of those 
whose possible connection with the subject-matter 
of the charge might be suggested, he has the right 
thus to take the position which he did assume, 
nnd to say to us emoesatae **Gentlemen, I will 
not submit myself to your cross-examination.”’ 
Then our unfortunate condition is this: I have no 
right to submit the gentleman to a cross-exam- 
nation; neither had my friend from ‘Tennessee 
{Mr. Sarru] the right. But those who have the 


right—those anti-Democratic members whom the | 


charge concerns—have not yet seen fit to ask for 
a specification. We therefore accepted thank- 
fully the brief, but not unimportant, response 
which the distinguished member interrogated 
condescended to make. 
was, in words or in effect, that he refused to give 
the required specification, because, by doing so, 
he might obstruct the organization of the House. 
This unquestionably implied, that he was appre- 
hensive lest a premature disclosure of the whole 
of the truths which now rest within his own secret 
knowledge would impair the vote for Speaker of 
the party whose success he desired. 

But, sir, there have since been further develop- 


ments—striking developments—rendering what is | 


known as important as any portion of that which, 
unfortunately, remainsunknown. An honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] 


who stands on the same party platform as the | 


honorable gentleman from Ohio, afterwards re- 
ceived an accession of a suticient number of votes 
to make every member whose mind recurred to 
the imperfect disclosures of the gentleman from 
Ohio, desirous to learn from what quarter that 
accession came. Except forthe sake of informa- 
tion, this was no concern, perhaps, of those who 
are not voters on that side of the question; but 
we, the Democratic minority, were at liberty to 
regard it as a remarkable fact, that a gentleman 


put forward by those who occupy the same polit- | 


leal platform, received this large accession of 
votes. We were not, for any great length of 
time, ata loss te know the cause. ‘The honor- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts, who received 
this accession of votes, has told us—and no ene 
doubts his sincerity—that he has not, in person, 
or, as ee to mean, through the 
age privy to any such arrange- 
rout inthe gentleman from Ohio had rejected as 


dishonorable. The gentleman from Massachu- 
setts telling us this, we fully confide in it. But we 


are told, by his friends and partisans, that he has 





ciples, and that he stood originally on the plat- 
form of these principles. 
deserted them, he must, I suppose, while profess- 
ing them, have acquired adequate knowledge of 





His remarkable reply | 








However he may have 


the modes in which he would, if elected Speaker, 
be able'to represent any constituency which might 
happen to elect him. 
ow, if it has been the case that gentlemen 
have forborne to pursue with him the policy 
which was adopted with such a failure of success 
with the gentleman from Ohio, we can say that, 
wie by experience, they have this time been 
ess imprudent. If ithad rested there, we would 
not, however, have been at fault in forming an 
a ime as to their motives and purpeses, if they 
should by success become his constituents; nor 
would we have been at a loss in forming a con- 
ception of the character and tendency of the ree- 
ommendations which he would receive from those 
who must become participants in his councils. We 


might therefore have conjectured the character of | 


the proposed understanding as to the committees 
which had been condemned by the gentleman from 
Ohio. But it did not rest there. Another gentle- 
man from Ohio, the senior member of this House, 
[Mr. Gippines,] has since told us on this floor 
what would be the precise expectations of this 
constituency. I translate into plain English the 
declarations of that gentleman thus: ‘* Make the 
honorable member from Massachusetts Speaker, 


ries and the Committee of Elections, and certain 
other committees, in such a manner as to suit the 
views of those who stand upon the Abolition 
platform, and he will compose the committees 
expected to bring forward questions arising under 
the naturalization laws, and cognate questions 
involving principles of civil and religious liberty, 
in the mode which will best suit the views of the 
party who desire to claim for themselves the de- 
nomination of * American.’ ”’ 

The question thus arises: Are those few gen- 
tlemen on this floor, who profess to disapprove 
of the Democratic organization-generally, but 
concur with Democrats in desiring to sustain the 
ee of our brethren of the slaveholding 
States—I say, are the gentlemen who compose 
this portion of the anti-Democratic majority, to 
be forced into the new organization which is 

ledged explicitly by the gentleman from Ohio 
fir. Grppines]} to sacrifice what these gentle- 
men concur with the Democratic party in regard- 
ing as constitutionally guaranteed rights of the 
slaveholding States? Upon these gentlemen de- 
pends the organization of this House. ‘I now,in 
a plain and an honest way, confiding in their sin- 
cerity, address them thus: You have to choose 
between evils that which you may deem the 
least. An Abolitionist, or the Democratic candi- 
date [Mr. Ricwarpson} must, sooner or later, 
be elected Speaker of this House by a majority 
or by a plurality of its votes. If you deem the 
choice of the Democratic candidate a less evil 
than that of an Abolitionist, vote, if you see 
proper, for the Democratic candidate. If you do 
so, you can expect nothing from him or from the 
party which he will, in that case,represent. We 
do not ask this of you. We can offer you noth- 
ing in return forit. He will stand upon the Dem- 
ocratic platform, supported on its two-fold base. 
You desire to retain your honor; it is your con- 
cern to judge whether this can be your mode of 
doing it. Buttake the opposite course; allow an 
organization through a plurality vote, or other- 
wise, in such a manner, that the choice will ulti- 
mately fall upon the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and you will do indirectly that which you 
disclaim the purpose to do directly. You will 
make an Abolition organization of this House. 
This is undoubtedly the practical question pre- 
sented. 

Now, sir, those gentlemen stand, as I fully 
believe, with perfeet honor and sincerity, upon 
the platform of not directly or indirectly pro- 
moting an organization which shall subvert the 
constitutional rights of the slaveholder. If that 
be so, there cannot be an organization while they 


time been lost in ascertaining this? I say no. 
The questions we are testing in these ballots are 


precisely those ions which, sooner or later 
ound bp votes on this floor. ‘The 
great, the interesting truth which the balloting 


maintain their present attitude. Well, then, has’ 








and he will constitute the Committee on Territo- |! 





| 
| 





an 


— of this House are not in favor of a 
| e . : 

| the clause of that bill which repealed the 80-cal 

| Missouri compromise; and perhaps not in fayo, 


|| judging from what has since occurred, woul 
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for these fifteen days has established is, that , 


raska bill; not in favor of a repeal of 


of agitating, in any form, the slaver Uestion 
| ohhre an to the cenliies of the clues tp 

erty of the southern States, within or without 
| their limits. Has this been loss of time? No. 
it has healed the wounded feelings of this nation, 

and has restored confidence in the stability of 
the Constitution. 

I freely concede that, if the people of the Uniteg 
States were fairly represented on this floor, thers 
would be great force in the argument that for the 
purpose of organization we must sacrifice these 
important considerations, and some other jn. 
portant considerations of the pending canvass, to 
which I will not refer. But the Democrats op 
this floor believe conscientiously that the people 
of the United States are not represented here, 
They believe that through artifice and deception 
the anti-Democratic ticket succeeded, as it would 
| not have succeeded if the Democrats had beey 
opposed by any fair and open organization. |, 
sir, standing here as one of the Representatives 
| of the principles of the Democratic platform, was 
‘elected last year by a bare majority, which, 


have been increased more than a hundred fold if 
the election had been held last fall. The Senate 
and the House of Representatives of the State 
of Pennsylvania, together, are composed of one 
hundred and thirty-three members. Last year, 
of the members of both Houses assembled in 
convention to choose a Senator of the United 
States, thirty only were Democrats. All the 
others were anti-Democratic. A “ete ques- 
tion of great utility was there taught—a question 
like that which we are now investigating here. 
At that time, with a majority of more than three 
to one, those opposed to this small minority s 
| differed among themselves that they failed w 
| elect a Senator of the United States. 

Now, an election has intervened, and an over- 
| whelming majority of both branches of that Le- 

gislature is Democratic. Last year, the minority 
there stood as the minority here stands, firmly 
together. The consequence was, an exposition of 
the incompetency of the anti-Democratic party 
to unite the factions composing it in order to rule 
| the State of Pennsylvania. Their incapacity to 
govern a part of krweston was thus practically 
xemplified and tested. The result has been that 
the present Legislature of Pennsylvania is Dem- 
ocratic. The members of the present Congress 
from Pennsylvania were elected when the anti- 
| Democratic Legislature of last year was elected. 
If the vote had been taken in the present year, 
the result would have been reversed. The same 
thing has occurred in other States. 

We now know how the result of last year’s elee- 
tion was brought about. As early asthe year 1851, 
Henry Clay had put in writing his prediction 
that the Democratic candidate for the Presidency 
in 1852 would be elected. One of the last words 
of Daniel Webster, uttered in October, 1852, 
was, that if he should live, and be able to attend 
the then approaching election, he would cast 
his vote for the Democratic candidate, of whose 
election he said that he entertained no doubt. 
Thus both the distinguished leaders of the former 
Whig party recognized its extinetion, and a 
esied the saccess of the Democratic ticket. This 
had, for eighteen months before the election of 
1852, been a subjcet of repeated anid continued 
prophecy. The wr a7 of that prophecy 
was, that everywhere the Democratic party was 
numero reinforced by unsolicited accessions 
of unfaithful allies. Corrupt, designing, calcu- 
ating politicians, forced themselves into their 


1 
tanga and swelled their apparent numbers. 
he Democratic party throughout the land had 


been honest, and were unsuspicious. They had 
been in the habit of ere the purity of 
their local organizations. After the presidential 
election they did not suspect that wherever disap- 
pointments had ensued upon the distribution of 
offices, their ranks were filled with discontented 
traitors.. When those traitors united themselves 
with nea it-secretly. So they 
secretly united th ves with the party which 


had for years been organized for the iption 
and dichbadiniindnuns of our saaualined Solow 
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= They formed in like manner other un- 
citizens. y : : 

known alliances, professing all the time to con- 
tinue in fellowship with the Democratic organi- 
zation. Itis now easy to recur to what was then 
unknown and unsuspected. The Democratic 
organization was dissolved without any suspicion | 
on the part of its honest members. _ The seeret | 
conspirators had succeeded in uniting to ner | 
selves all who were discontented. ‘The result in 
the northern States was a temporary defeat of | 
the Democracy. ‘The seeret combination ex- | 
tended itself to the southern States, There, for- | 
tunately, the elections took place long subse- || 
quently. ; . | 

Through the seereey which had covered their | 
machinations at the North, the conspirators were || 
enabled for a time successfully to deceive many || 
Democrats, and nota few well-meaning Whigs | 
of the South. Our southern brethren were for | 
a brief season led artfully into the belief that || 
Abolition had not been, as it has always been, a | 
principal test of northern Know Nethingism, how- | 
ever it has of late been disclaimed by a few. | 
The Demoeratic party stood their ground. They 
knew, that when these anti-Democratic factions, 
North and South, should attempt to form a plat- 
form in order to resolve a ehiealaam into a party, 
the delusion would vanish, the veil be stripped 
from them, and the distinction between a party 
and a casual aggregation of factions would. be 
manifest. Ana was itnotso? When the dele- 
rates of the so-called American party assembled | 
in Philadelphia in June last, what was the result | 
of their deliberations? It was this: The Know 
Nothing or American party, so far as composed | 
of those who respect the constitutional rights of | 
our southern brethren, dwindled into a handful | 
of persons—a smal! remnant now represented on | 
this floor by some forty out of two hundred and | 
thirty-fourmembers. Yes; a little more than one | 
sixth of this representation of the whole people | 
represents the so-called Americans who are true | 
to the constitutional rights of the slaveholding | 
States. 

Now, sir, I am not going analytically into a 
consideration of the late triumphant successes of | 
our party in various States. Ido noteven intend | 
to say what we expect from Kentucky a year 
hence, or to refer to those occurrences on which 
this expectation mainly depends. I do not wish 
to get away from the question pending before the 
House. I say to this handful of gentlemen, to 
the Spartan band of “*Americans,”’ as they call 
themselves, who represent that portion of theiz 
party which is true to the rights of the South, 
that it rests with them to elect, or to prevent the | 
election of, a Speaker favorable to Abolition senti- 
ments. I use this word Abolition as a general 
term. Ido not understand specific differences 
between Abolitionism, Free-Soilism, non-inter- 
ventionism, and non-agitationism. They can 
prevent the election of a Speaker who will organ- 
ize the committees after the standard of the senior 
member from Ohio, [Mr. Gippives.] They. can | 
allow this result to take place, or can prevent it. 
fam not sorry thatthey are able to throw into the 
teeth of the yaa party, as they do, that 
we have not conciliated and will not conciliate 
them. We do not conciliate them, and we will 
not involve ourselves ir any compromise with 
them. We donot ask their votes; but leave them 
perfectly free to cast these votes as their own 
sense of honor and patriotism may dictate. 

I have not intended in these remarks to take a 
controversial position; but have desired plainly 
to state what I believe to be the views of the | 
Democratic minority at the present crisis. If | 
any one of my colleagues differs from me, I desire, 
so far as he is concerned, to be corrected. Ihave 
endeavored to show why it would at least be pre- 
mature for the Democrats upon this floor to enter | 
into any question of a plurality vote, or other- 
wise to complicate matters, in the present posi- 
tion of the fe Should a time arrive when a 
different state of things will be presented, the 
party will be ready to define appropriately their 
position, At present we do not. perceive how 
America ean be ruled upon any principles other 
than those of the Democratic leiform, 

Mr. McMULLIN,. The House. need not be 
alarmed; 1 shall not bore members with a lengthy 
Speech. L rise, however, for the purpose of com- 
me on the remarks of two or. three gentle- 
men. Before I do so, however, I beg leave to 
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say a word in reference to the proposition of the } ultra wing of the Democratic party of the South— 
gentleman from Aiabama, [Mr. Smiru,} that |) I hope I shall be pardoned for drawing the dis- 
proposition being now before the House. | pre- || tinction just here. One of the greatest misfor- 
sume the gentleman cannot flatter himself that || tunes of the country, Mr. Clerk, is the faet that 
the House 1s going to accept his proposition, par- || our northern brethren mistake the character of 
ticularly when it 1s in the face of one of the oldest || the South. They suppose that the southern 
laws on your statute-book. I had — osed, sir, || disunionists are confined to the Calhoun wing of 
that the gentleman would have withdrawn his || the Democatie party. That, sir, is the greatest 
proposition. Unless, however, he does so, I shall || error that the people of the North have ever 
offer an amendment to it, [ agree, however, with || fallen into. And t tell you, sir, and 1 want the 
that gentleman in the idea which he advanced, || country to know it—I want the gentlemen from 
that this is not the time for crimination and re- || the free States, our Republicans, our Seward 
crimination. _ , | Republicans, our Abolitionists, or whatever else 
I was mortified, sir, yesterday to notice the || they may becalled, to know it—that if you restore 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Wurrney] fall- || the’ Missouri compromise, or repeal the fugi- 
ing into the error into which it is evident he did || tive slave law, this Union will be dissolved. 
all; and I rise for the purpose of vindicating the || [Laughter, and cries of ‘* Oh, no!’*] Gentlemen, 
truth of history, so far as the error committed by || laughing is no part of our duty. If laaghing 


that gentleman is concerned. I understood that 
honorable gentleman yesterday to declare—and I 
desired some gentlemen to correct him then— 
that the Missouri compromise measure had been 
forced upon the North by the South. 
statement, sir, the gentleman was much mistaken; 
and I desire now to say-to that gentleman and to 
this House, that if I had been a member of the | 
Congress which adopted that unjust, unnecessary, 
unconstitutional measure, I would have been 
worse than untrue to myself if I had not voted | 
against it, if possible, until the expiration of my | 
constitutional term of service. I repeat, sir, the | 
gentleman is mistaken when he says that that | 
peverecon was forced on the North by the South. | 
t was not so; and it is in part for the purpose of | 
correcting that error—that important error, into | 
which the gentleman fell, that I have risen. I} 


In that || 


|| the South, he will correct me. 


were arguments, the subject would be well ar- 


|| gued here to-day; but this is no laughing sub- 


| ject. 
| Mr. Clerk, I desire to state this proposition. 
I desire to state it more particularly in the hearing 
| of the whole southern delegation—Whig, Demo- 
| erat, and Southern American or Know Nothing. 
| And I hope that if any gentleman deems I do not 
| properly represent the state of public feeling in 
want to let the 
country know the state of feeling in the South. 
nd I make this declaration: that the people of 
the South are as one man on this slavery ques- 
In the district which I have the honor to 
| represent, at all events, we are for the Union and 
| the constitutional rights of the South, 
| If the Government goes into the hands of the 
| North, into the hands of the Republican party, 
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tion. 


have no desire, sir, that his remark should go to || of the Abolition party—for I like to call things 


the country unnoted and uncorrected. 

But, sir, I desire also to indorse the sentiment | 
uttered by the honerable gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky, [Mr. Camreset.] . 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) Do not for- | 
get me. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
yet I regard it almost a condescension on my part 
to notice anything said by that member, [Mr. Gup- 
pincs.] I do not know but that my constituents 
may hold me personally responsible for noticing 
anything which came from that member’s quarter. 
I had hoped, Mr. Clerk, that, surrounded as we 
old members are by a very large delegation of 
new members who are here for the first time, the 
seniors of this House would have conducted them- 
selves as becomes American statesmen, and not 


in such a manner as the member from Ohio [Mr. | 
Gippin¢s] conducted himself the other day. Sir, | 


I regard the speech of that member as so violent 


an attack on the constitutional rights of the South, | 
and of the country generally, that it ought not to | 


SS unnoticed and uncondemned. I am admon- 
ished, sir, not to notice him. I know that I did 


declare during last Congress that I never would— | 


and I thought I never would—notice anything 
that fell from that member. Ihave not forgotten 
his conduct towards his colleague, Dr. Olds. But 
when that member [Mr. Gipprves] gets up in 
his place, and acts sucha part, and m 
speech as he did the other day, such conduct can- 


not be allowed to pass without condemnation. | 


He declared to this House and to the country, 
that the Government would go into the hands of 
the North, that the Abolition party would elect a 


President, and then, that the Union should not | 


be, and ought not to be, dissolved. 

I have heard that member talk of the slave- 
holder of the South holding the lash over his 
slave; and yet that member has attempted in 
his own peculiar way to hold the lash over the 
South. Sir, let me tell that member and this House 
and the country, that should this country ever 
arrive at that unfortunate state of affairs that the 
Government should pass into the hands of the 
North—of such a northern man as that fanatical 
character over the way_[laughter,] and that that 
Government should restore the Missouri compro- 
mise or repeal the fugitive slave law, then in such 
a case I would have to indorse the declaration of 
the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Campsett;] that is to say, that this Union must 
and. will be dissolved, [cries of ‘‘ Oh, no!’’} the 
declaration of the gra: ed man over the way 
(Mr. Gippives] notwithstanding. Ay, sir, and I 
take occasion here to give this information to the 
House and thecountry. I do not belong to the 


No, sir, I will not; and || 


es such a | 


by their true names—I say if the Government of 
| the country goes into the hands of the Abolition- 
| ists of the North, and they either repeal the 
fugitive slave law or restore the Missouri com- 
| promise, I tell the House, and I tell the country, 
| that there will then be union at the South upon 
| this question. I fully indorse the opinion of 
| the honorable gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
CampsEt]} upon this subject. And let me ask 
gentlemen from the North, if this Union is dis- 
solved, who holds your national Capitol? Sir, 
it will not be like the difficulties growing out of 
the separation of the Methodist church, Gentle- 
men know the history of that separation. When 
the dissolution of that Christian church took 
lace, their property was mostly located at the 

orth, and the northern portion of the church, 

Shylock-like, took possession of it, and said to 
| their southern brethren, ‘‘ We have got posses- 
| sion of your property, and we will hold on to it 





|| to the last.’? The southern branch of the church 
would not yield up their right, and they went to 
work and recovered their property by law. But, 
|| let me say to gentlemen from the North, you ean- 
not get possession of this national Capitol. 
| ‘The Capitol now belongs to no section. It 
belongs alike to North, South, East, and West. 
But, sir, it was erected upon slave territory, and 
if the hand of disunion shall ever sever the States 
of this. Republic, you shall never take possession 
|| of it while I occupy my seat as a Representative 
upon this floor. And more, I[ tell them that when 
the North and the South sever the connection 
which now binds them together, the North will 
never take possession of this Capitol unless they 
pass over my dead mane {Laughter. } 

Now, Mr. Clerk, I desire to bring back the 





attention of the House and country to the fact 
1 that the Abolitionists of the North in this House, 
'| numbering, as the record shows, in the aggre- 
|| gate, one hundred and seven votes, have thus far 
been unable to elect their candidate for Speaker, 
| Mr. Banks; and taking this vote as the basis of 
| their strength, I take it for granted that there is 
a majority of the House opposed to the election 
of Mr. Banks. The question then presents itself, 
|| is there any way by which the majority of the 
|| House can be brought together to defeat the clec- 
tion of Mr. Banks? 

Sir, we were told the other day, by the gray- 
headed man from. Ohio over there, [Mr. Giv- 
pincs,} that if the North secure the organization, 
the committees of the House are to be organized 
in a particular way—are to be organized in oppo- 
sition to the South. The majority of the com- 
mittees are to be composed of men hostile to the 
institutions of the South. Now, 1 say there is 
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a majority of the House in opposition to the elec- 
tion of Mr. Banxs as Speaker. I say, then, is 
there any way by which this majority may be 
brought to unite? 
The record shows that there are some forty- 
odd members, not belonging to the Democratic 
arty, who refuse to vote for Mr. Banks. Now 
ask them, North and South, if it is net in ac- 
cordance with the usages of party everywhere 
in the country that they should go with the 
majority, and not with the minority ? 
r.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Did I understand 


the honorable gentleman from Virginia to say that | 


[had taken pledges, if I were elected Speaker, that 
I would organize the committees of the House 
aguinst the South. 

“Mr. McMULLIN. No, sir; certainly not. I 
have brought no charges against the course of 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio; and let me 
tell him, and the House, that I approve, I in- 
dorse, his manly, open, and frank bearing during 
this whole contest. I would like to be able to 
say as much for {Here Mr. McM. stopped 





short, and a suspense followed, accompanied by | 
shouts of laughter, and cries of ‘* Call the roll !’*] | 
No, Mr. Clerk, you need not call the roll quite || 


yet. I was going on, when interrupted by the 


gentleman from Ohio, to propound an interroga- || circumstances. 


tory to the gentlemen of this House I say, I 
ask the national men in this House belonging t 
the American party—I ask the Futter men—I 
ask the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Wacker] 
—I address myself especially to the southern 
Know Nothings—for I admit that the southern 
Know Nothing party upon this floor is more 
national than the northern Know Nothing party, 
and certainly much more national than the Black 
Republican party—I appeal to these gentlemen 
to ieee if they have the right to expect that the 
slurality of seventy-four men, voting for Mr. 

ticHARDSON, Shall come over to the minority of 
forty men who have voted for Mr. Futter? 

Mr. COX. I will answer the gentleman when 
he has finished his remarks. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I shall be very happy to 
hear the gentleman’s answer, and I will give way 
for that purpose now, if he prefers it. I was 
going on to a) thatit would be magnanimous— 
ay, Sir, Itwou 
the minority of those who are acting in concert 
with us upon a common principle—who are, in 
common with us, battling against the common 
enemy of the institutions of the South, and of 
the institutions of the country—the Abolition- 
ists—I say it would be magnanimous in them to 
come over and join us of the majority. I ask 
those gentlemen to reflect, and see whether it 
would not be generous and liberal on their part, 
as well as just and right, that they should come 
over and join us in the organization of the House? 
Let them vote for Mr. Ricuarpson, or some 
other national man of the Democratic party, by 
which the House may be organized upon a national 
platform. They certainly cannot ask us to come 
over to them. 
of the country, it would be contemptible for us, 
who afte so largely in the majority, to come over 
to the minority. But, sir, the condition of the 
House, the condition of the country, demands 
that something should be done. 

When I submitted m proposition the other 
day, I did it in good faith; and, if a proper time 
should occur, I shall again submit it in a some- 
what modified form. My object then was, and my 
object now is, to place the House in a condition 
where it can proceed with the business of the 
country; for, Mr. Clerk, disguise it as you may, 
the question of slavery, the question of the con- 
stitutional rights of the South, is at the foundation 
of all our dissensions and divisions in effecting 
this organization. Sir, let me tell this House 
again, that, dearly as I love the Union—and I 

rize it above all earthly objects—whenever the 
aws of this Government shall cease to protect 
me in my person and my property—ay, sir, 
whenever we shall have arrived at that point 
when one man residing in the South shall cease 
to be, in the eyes of the law, equal to another 
man residing in the North, I am ready for dis- 
union, and it will come. I beg gentlemen who 
are opposed to the majority to reflect, and to con- 
tinue to reflect. This question of North and 
South is involved. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL 'C 


i 
i 
| 
} 
| 


| 


|| he acts? 
| 


d be magnanimous and liberal for | 


Notwithstanding the condition | 


| 
| 
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| tleman from Virginia permit me to ask him a 
| question ? 
| Mr.MeMULLIN. Certainly. 
| Mr. WASHBURN. I would ask him whether 
he would, under any circumstances, be willing 
| to let the Union slide ! 
| Mr.McMULLIN. Yes; but not to let it slide 
|into the hands of the Abolitionists. [Laughter 
}and applause.] I consider the question an im- 
pertinent one, and not of the character of those 
which ought to come from one member to another, 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Does the gentleman 
_ask for the reason why the minority with which 
I act cannot go over to the majority with which 
Is that the gentleman’s question? 
| Mr. MecMULLIN. Yes, sir; I wished to un- 
|| derstand why they did not come over to us. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I will say to the gen- 

tleman from Virginia, for whose patriotism I 
| have much respect, that, in view of the events 
'| which bave transpired within the last few days, 
| itdoes become some of the gentlemen with whom 
|| I have been acting to give an answer to the ques- 
tion which has been propounded; and, in doing 
so, I must be allowed, Mr. Clerk, to recur briefly 
to the events which have occurred in this Hall. 

We have assembled here under extraordinary 
Public events within the last 
| year or two have tended powerfully towards the 
organization of great antagonistic, sectional, and 
| geographical parties. When I came to this Capi- 
tol from my home in the South, I saw that there 
would be an effort made to organize this House 
on a northern sectional platform—affecting di- 
| rectly, and possibly, in the end, fatally, institu- 
| tions of my native State, which, rather than be 

forced to sacrifice, her sons would promptly im- 
| peril their lives and everything earthly that is 
dear to them. I came here prepared to meet 
| rational and patriotic men of the North on a na- 
¢ional, middle ground—that of the Constitution 
and the Union—upon a basis which secures to 
all men, whether in the South or the North, those 
rights which our revolutionary fathers determ- 
ined should be protected by the Constitution of 
the United States. 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarp- 
sON] was nominated by my colleague [Mr. 
Jones] as the Democratic candidate. Within 
a few days afterwards the organ of the Admin- 
istration and of the Democratic party announced 
to the public that Mr. Greeley, of the New York 
Tribune, had declared, and truthfully, that the 
| Democratic party might unite with the American 
party, and elect Mr. Futter, of Sees 
Speaker of the House; but that the declaration 


i 
| 





i] 
i} 
| was very safely made, for the thing was 1mpos- 
| sible; for the reason that the Democratic party 
| had planted themselves upon a platform which 
| they never would abandon for the purpose of 


| 


compromising with any party. Here is the lan- 
guage of the Washington Union: 


| When Mr. Greeley declared on Friday that, ‘if the 
| Democrats and the southern Know Nothings choose to 
| elect FuLLer to-morrow, they can,’ he spoke the truth; 
| bat he ran no risk in the statemeht; he knew that Rica- 
| ARDSON Was ‘the Democratic candidate,’ and he knew, 
|| too, that at the beginning of a great presidential canvass 
| the Democrats understood the importance of organization 
too well to abandon their nominee on any terms. This 
fact will not be forgotten by the people ; it was true that 
the Democrats could have elected Futter, but such a 
result was never for a moment contemplated by any one 
of them.”? 


| 
| Now, Mr. Clerk, Mr. Fuirer is a national 





man from the North, who, in this critical junc- 
ture, unites with national men in the South against 
further agitation for disturbing the existing laws 
connected with slavery. 
ort Mr. F'yiier, are national men, from the 
| South and the North, equally opposed to every- 
thing which may tend to foment further agitation 
between the people of the North and the South 
upon sectional questions. Now what was that 
platform which could not be abandoned? The 
resolution adopted by the caucus which nominated 
Mr. Ricnarpson attributed to gentlemen with 
whom I act a disposition to deprive a portion of 
the American people of their “ civil and religious 
liberty.” This resolution or platform was in 
these words: 
* Resolved, That the Democratic members of the House 


of Representati though in a temporary minority in this 
body, deem this a fit oegasion to tender to their fellow-citi- 
zens of the whole Union their heartfelt co ns on 
the triumph, in the recent elections in several of the north- 
ern, eastern, and western, as well as southern States, of the 
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principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the doctrines 
of civil and religious liberty which have been so Violently 
assailed by a secret political order, known as the Know 
Nothii ; and though in a minority, we hold it to 
our highest duty to preserve our organization and continys 
our efforts in the maintenance and defense of those pringj. 
ples, and the constitutional rights of every section and every 
class of citizens against their opponents of every descriptioy, 
whether the so-called Republicans, Know Nothings, ow 
Fusionists ; and to this end, we look with confidence to the 
support and approbation of all good and true men—frieng, 
of the Constitution and the Union throughout the country,» 

The imputation here embraced had been some. 
times made against us upon the hustings. We 
a it there, and everywhere when made. 

hile it may be deemed legitimate for gentlemen 
in a heated canvass, to make such an imputation, 
if thought promotive of success in the conflict, 
and while t did not,and do not now, complain 
of it; yet here, sir, in this deliberative body, 
when gentlemen who profess to stand with me in 
the maintenance of the Union and the Constity- 
tion—of the rights of the people North and South, 
deliberately undertake to stigmatize me in their 
party platform with occupying a position of an- 
tagonism to the civil and religious liberty of the 

-ople, they erect a barrier between us which it 
is difficult to pass. What followed next? When 
a gentleman with whom I have had the honor to 
act, [Mr. Waker, of Alabama,] looking to the 
probability of a majority of members _ standing 
upon a middle ground—one conservative of the 

nion, the Constitution, and the rights of all our 
people—did suggest that he thought it time for 
national men to have a conference, what was the 
response? When Mr. Wager said, 

“fT am anxious to see this House organized. I am 
anxious that this House shall not pass under the control 
of the Republican party. I shall feel it my duty to use 
every possible effort to preverit such a consummation as 
that. And for the purpose of indicating, here and else- 
where, my own readiness to act with all men who are 
really conservative—to act with men who are opposed to 
further disturbance on this exciting subject of slavery—to 
act with men who still acknowledge their obligations to the 
Federal Constitution—to act with men who are prepared 
to abide by the existing laws on the subject of slavery; I 
say here—and, if I am not mistaken, I think that in this | 
am speaking for almost the whole of the men w’ whom I 
have thus far acted—I am willing to go into a conference 
with all men who are prepared to stand on that basis, to 
confer together, and see if they cannot devise some plan by 
which there may be a safe, healthful, and conservative 
organization of this House’’— 
what was the answer given by the author of 
the Democratic platform, [Mr. Jones, of Penn- 
sylvania,] apparently the leader of the Demo- 
cratic party in this House? He spurned it. He 
stated that the Democratic party could compro- 
mise with no persons unless they came upon the 
Democratic platform. He said: 

“The Democratic party will meet in no caucus, except 
in a caucus called by that party itself, and on its well- 
settled principles. That is the only political caucus that 
we will attend. [Cries of ‘Good, good !’ and Jaughter.]” 

Now, Mr. Clerk, is it not manifest to every 
gentleman upon this floor, that as an honorable 
man, as a man who has respect for the trust re- 
posed in him by his constituents, 1 cannot go 
over to the Democratic nominee, though a 
national man, while I am thus repelled and 
unjustly stigmatized—I will not say falsely stig- 
matized, for it is not my habit to use expres- 
sions that may be regarded as discourteous—but 
unjustly I say, for I repel the imputation, that 
we would deprive any portion of the American 
people of their civil and religious liberties. 

A Voice. Did not Mr. Marsnatt, one of 
your party, repel this suggestion ? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. _ It is true that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Humpurey Man- 
SHALL] did say that he had no disposition to 
confer with such gentlemen as had stigmatized 
him; but it was subsequent to the employment 
of the language I have quoted from the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Jones i and, besides, 
my Democratic colleague [Mr. Smrrn] had, on 
Monday, used similar language to that employed 
by Mr. Jones and the Washington Union—say- 
ing, in behalf of the Administration Democ- 
racy—* We receive no propositions, and we 
make none, on this side of the House.’’ Now, 
sir, while it is confessed that they could elect Mr. 
Fotxer, a national, Constitution-abiding man, if 
they would, we are not, under such circum- 
stances, able to elect Mr. Ricwarpson if we 
would. Let the country bear thisin mind. 

And now let us examine that other powerfui 
organization in this House, the success of which 
is daily threatening us with a northern sectional 








* 20 
ae 
a 
loctrines 
violently 
© Know 
i it to be 
ONtinne 
© prinej. 
nd every 
cription, 
1iNS, op 
€ tO the 
—friendg 
Un try, 
Some. 
. We 
Made, 
lemen, 
tation, 
flict, 
mplain 
body, 
me in 
nstitu- 
South, 
| their 
of an- 
of the 
hich it 
When 
nor to 
to the 
nding 
5 
of the 
all our 
ne for 
‘as the 


I am 
control 
to use 
tion as 
d else. 
ho are 
sed to 
Ty—to 
3 to the 
epared 
ery; I 
| this | 
‘hom [ 
erence 
isis, to 
lan by 
‘vative 


or of 
Penn- 
lemo- 

He 
npro- 
n the 


xcept 
well- 
3 that 
r.)”? 

very 
rable 
st re- 
it go 
hoa 
and 
stig- 
pres- 
—but 
that 
‘ican 


e of 


ren- 
[an- 
r to 
ized 
nent 
man 
des, 
, on 
ryed 
ay- 
10¢- 
we 
ow, 
Mr. 
\, if 
am- 
we 


rfui 
‘ich 
nal 


I get through with that. I 


1855. ie 


organization. What is their precise position? 
The senior gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] 
confesses upon this floor that he drew a resolu- 
ion which was presented to a caucus of gentle- 
men of that organization, at which I think he said 
there were twenty or thirty members present, 
which pledged every man to vote for no man for 
Speaker unless he stood pledged to organize the 
committees of this House in such a way as to 





ground. 
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as standing upon conservative, national, union 

T believe that I have in my position 
tendered the olive branch to the gentlemen from 
the North, who are not willing to see these great 
sectional organizations built up. I cannot be 
brought to forsake the principles of the Consti- 
tution—never; but I feel, that as far as I can do 
so, consistently with my duty as a supporter of 
the Constitution of the United States, it is my 


sive to Free-Soilism the control of the committees. || duty to conciliate, to compromise, to hold out 


Here is the language of the resolution: 


« Resolved, That we will support no man for Speaker 
who is not pledged to carry out the patiqneniery law, by | 
siving to each proposed measure ordered by the H 
be committed, a majority of such special committee ; and 


the olive branch to gentlemen of the North, who 
have not paws me under a ban or stigmatized 
me as wishing to deprive a portion of the Ameri- 


ouse to || can people of * civil and religious liberty.’” With 


| i i } fe . ; s > sf re 
to organize the standing committees of the House by placing | this view I selected, as the candidate for Spe aker 


| 


oneach a majority of the friends of freedom who are favor- 
able to making reports on all petitions committed to them.”? | 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. ‘Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him a question? 





Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Permit me first to com- | 
plete my answer to the question of the gentleman | 
from Virginia, and then I will, with pleasure, 
answer any interrogatories which you may choose 
to propound to me. 

Mr. JONES. Very well, sir. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I have now presented | 
the two platforms upon which the two bodies of 
our antagonists are arrayed. Some things have | 
transpired here which have arrested my atten- 





tionvery sharply. The resolution adopted by that geree to the American party as they are to the 


meeting pledged twenty or thirty gentlemen who | 
are now voting for Mr. Banks, to vote for no | 
man for Speaker unless he is pledged to organize | 
the committees of this House with majorities in | 
favor of ** the friends of freedom.”? And yet, sir, | 
notwithstanding the announcement of that pledge, | 
[heard the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. | 
3anks] utter upon this floor, the day before yes- 
terday, these words: 

“| have never made any pledges, and I stand uncommit- 
ted and prepared to do whatis right and just wherever I 
may be called to act, according to my own convictions.” 


Gentlemen, is there not a remarkable conflict | 
of statement here? It was announced upon this | 
floor that the twenty or thirty gentlemen who 
attended that meeting—men who are now voting | 
for Mr. Banks—adopted a resolution pledging | 
themselves to vote for no man who was not pledged | 
in this way; and yet the gentleman who is receiv- | 
ing their votes has disclaimed upon this floor that he | 
has made any such pledges! But this is only a side 
issue. The striking state of things before the | 
House to which I wish to direct attention is, 
that here are two platforms—the Administration | 
Democratic platform, taking a party position 
upon one of the most exciting sectional questions 
now before the American people, (threatening, | 
perhaps, the very stability of the Union itself,) | 
and throwing the gauntlet of opposition rudely | 
down to all others; and the platform of the Abo- | 
litionists, or Republicans, as they call themselves, | 
embodied in the resolution of the member from 
Ohio, [Mr. Guwpines,] pledging its supporters to | 
vote for no man who will not thus sectionally | 
organize the committees of the House. On the | 
other hand, those with whom I act have stood | 
upon the compromises of the Constitution— | 
making no partisan or sectional issues calculated | 
to agitate and inflame the country to sectional | 
hostility. Although a southern man, and as true | 
to the constitutional rights and interests of the | 
South as any man that ever breathed the breath 
of life, yet, when I saw public events tending so | 
imminently to the organization of two great geo- 
Faphical and sectional parties, I determined that 

would plant myself upon the Constitution, and | 
Stand for the Union upon that middle ground | 
upon which rational and patriotic men, both at | 
the North and the South, may stand without 
any compromise of principle, and for the good | 
of their common country. Those with whom I 
stand have denounced nobody: they have done 
nothing to embroil the country: if national 
Democrats and national Americans cannot unite 
to repel northern sectional triumph over both, it 
1s not the fault of the national Americans. 

Mr. GIDDINGS (interrupting.) I desire to 
put a question to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. The gentleman from 

hio will pardon me. Iam now answering the | 

uestion propounded to me by the gentleman from 
irginia, I will not answer his acs until 














myself, sir, | 


for whom I would cast my vote, a gentleman 
from the North. I resisted the importunities of 
friends to unite on a southern man, because I 
thought that, in this crisis of our great country, 
it was my duty as a patriot to select a sound 
national and constitutional man from the North. 

Now, gentlemen, one word more. I see here 
a great organization, numbering from one hun- 
dred and four to one hundred and six members, 
whe are steadily voting fof Mr. Banks. Whilst I 
have reason to believe that the great lobby spirits 
that control that organization are Gasaley and 
Seward, and Weed and Webb—men of intellect 
and power at the North—who are as bitterly op- 


emocratic party, I do, upon my conscience, be- 
lieve that shaes are gentlemen voting for Mr. 
Banks, from day to day, who do not belong to 
the Abolition, or, as they style themselves, Re- 
publican organization. For example, I cite the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Campse tt, } 
at whose position, as he announced it her@ the 
other day, I was surprised. He says he is an 
American, and he spurned the idea that the Amer- 
ican party at the North were identified with the 
Free-Soilers of the North; and yet he casts his vote 
steadily against a conservative national American 
from his own State, and gives it to Mr. Banks, a 
Free-Soil Democrat, who has affiliated, as his 
record clearly shows, with the most ultra and 
violent Free-Soil and Abolition factions! Yet lI 
suppose that gentleman is sincere. Such are the 
powerful Abolition influences brought to bear 
upon him, he stands in this paradoxical position. 
I believe there are other gentlemen steadily voting 
for Mr. Banks who are by no means identical 
in position with Greeley, and Weed, and Webb, 
the powerful anti-American spirits who are con- 
trolling this organization, but who have had the 


harness put upon them, and strangely feel that | 


It is not for me to de- 
They have made their bed, 


they cannot shake it off. 
termine their course. 
and must lie in it. 
Now, Mr. Clerk and gentlemen, what is a 
national man, supporting the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Futuer,] to do, 
under these circumstances, but to stand to his gun— 
stand to the Constitution, to the position based 
upon the principles of the Constitution, and upon 
a love of the perpetuity of the Union? What 
else shall I do, so long as I have power to act as 
a Representative upon this floor? The perpetuity 
of this Union, as designed by the Constitution, is 
paramount to all other considerations; and believ- 
ing as I do, that the agitation of questions affecting 
the subject of slavery is calculated to weaken the 
bonds of the Union, I stand resolved to oppose, 
by my acts here, and to prevent if possible, the 
introduction before this body, of all propositions 
to change existing laws on the subject of slavery. 
Mr. STANTON. I would like to know of the 
gentleman, before he resumes his seat, whether 
or not he voted for the Kansas-Nebraska bill? 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Iam happy to answer 
the gentleman, that I did vote fgr it; but, sir, I 
have here taken by the hand naltoph gentlemen 
who voted inst that bill, and who stand with 
me against further agitation. I did vote for the 
bill, and I most certainly would vote for it again 
were it to do over again; and, if necessary, | 
shall maintain it with all the earnestness of my 
life, because I believe it does simple justice to the 
emigrants from both northern and southern 
States into the common Territories, which are 
the common property of all the States of the 
Union. I have taken by the hand here gentle- 
men who voted against the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill, who, I believe, are national, patriotic men. 
The gentleman from Pennsylvania Mr. Futier} 
> 





| for whom I have cast my vote from day to day 


would himself, had he been a member of the last 

Congress, have voted against that bill; but satis- 
| fied as he is, that agitation is fruitless, and that 
| it weuld only tend to weaken the bonds of the 
Union, he would not vote for its repeal, or do 
aught to foment that sectional agitation which is 
now tending to build up two great sectional or- 
ganizations. He agrees with me that we ought 
_ to resist the introduction of all questions which 
| will lead to the agitation of slavery, and I cor- 
| dially take him by the hand. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I wish to ask 
| my colleague if he objects to the resolution of 
| the Democratic caucus in reference to the Kansas- 
| Nebraska bill? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. My colleagues will do 
me the justice to say that I never dodge any issue. 
I take my position, and every man knows where 
| I stand. In answer to the question I will say, that 
while there is not a truerand more conscientious 
advocate of the Nebraska bill anywhere, yet I 
| did think when we had assembled here under the 
peculiar circumstances I have described, that it 
| was not a proper time to lay down sectional or 
party positions upon the most exciting public 
| questions in such way as to invite the fiercest 
agitation. I have thought it better for national 
men to stand firmiy together in defense of the 
Constitution—provoking no agitation unneces- 

arily, and raising no unnecessary barriers to 
prevent national men from acting together. 

Mr. SEWARD. Why did you vote for it 
then? : 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Ido not recognize any 
man’s right to propound questions to me when 
there appears in his manner a spirit of trifling. 

Mr. SEWARD. I disavow any intention of 
trifling with the gentleman. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Then, I say, the ex- 
ception I take to the Democratic platform is the 
impropriety of taking such a position when it 
was uncertain whether we should be able to effect 
| a national organization of this House, by even 
the combined efforts of the Democrats and na- 
tional Know Nothings together. I think this 
movement was calculated to promote sectional 
| feeling and sectional results adverse to the South. 
| My opinion is, that the true ground to oceupy in 
the existing state of things 1s the quiet but firm 
maintenance of the perpetuity of the Union, as 
| designed by the Constitution, as paramount to 
all other considerations, and that itis the duty of 
| every man, under the circumstances, to stand by 
| the laws as they have been enacted. Sir, I think 
I have now answered the question of the honor- 
| able gentleman from Virginia. I have shown 
why we cannot pass the barriers the Democrats 
| have so inconsiderately erected against us. I 
have shown that if, perchance, a northern see- 
| tional man is elected Speaker, (with which we 
are imminently threatened every day,) that it 
| is not our fault—that we have cast no imputations 
| sundering national men, and that our Democratic 
| friends, having it in their power, as they confess, 
to elect Mr. Futuer, a sound national man, are 
| responsible to the country, if, obstinately refusing 

to Yo it, they permit the patience of a few north- 
| ern men, who are now scattering their votes, to 
wear away under this prolonged struggle, until 
they finally effect the election of a northern sec- 
| tional Speaker. I, therefore, yield the floor to 
| the gentleman from Virginia, to whose courtesy 
I am indebted for the time I have occupied. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I have no doubt of the pa- 
triotism of my friend and colleague from Tennes- 
see in the course he has pursued and in the 
| position he has taken; and I assure the gentleman 
Siaked him the question in order that I might 
| the more fully understand his position, and for 
the purpose of basing a few remarks upon that 
question. : 

Mr. McMULLIN. I believe I have the floor, 
and the gentleman cannot take it from me in or- 
der to make a speech. [Cries of ‘* Call the 
roll!’’ 

Mr. WRIGHT. This House well knows that 
this is the first time, since | made my appearance 
upon the floor of this Hall, that I have opened 
my mouth, except to cast my vote. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. {I rise to a question of 
order. It is this: is it fair or parliamentary for 
one gentleman to get the floor in the morning, and 
| to farm it out to his friends through the whole 
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day? ‘The gentleman from Virginia seems to be | 


doing 80. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have yielded the floor 
onee or twice for explanation. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. Well, I want to know 
whether it is parliamentary to do so? Will the 
gentleman from Virginia answer me? 

Mr. WHEELER. 
Michigan [Mr. Watsnimce] toorder. The gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. Wricut] has the 
floor. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. ’ 
gentleman from Virginian a question. 
** Order !’’ * Call the roll?’’] 

TheCLERK. The gentleman from Tennessee 
has the floor, and the gentleman from Michigan 
desires to ask the gentleman from Virginia a 
question. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. My questionis, whether 


Well, I wish to ask the 
{Cries of 


I call the gentleman from | 


\| he does, that 
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it is parliamentary for one gentleman to get the | 


floor in the morning, and farm it out all day to 
his friends? 

Mr. McMULLIN. A gentleman who carries 
such a looking head as that upon his shoulders 
ought not to ask such a question. [Laughter.]} 

Mr. WRIGHT. 1 do not rise for the purpose 
of making a personal explanation. I have none | 
to make. But it is for another and entirely dif- | 
ferent purpose. My colleague [Mr. Zorurcor- | 
rer] is a gentleman of the highest respectability | 
and of undoubted patriotism. I would not say & | 
word to injure his feelings, or the feelings of any | 
gentleman upon this floor, I care not from what | 
section of the Union he comes, or what the prin- | 
ciples he professes. I think it must be clear to | 
every one, that gentlemen who belong to the so- | 
called American party here are standing out—I | 

will not say factious!y—upon what they consider | 
to be an insult offered to them by the caucus of 

the Democratic party. That point has been so 

fully explained by my honorable friend from 

Pennsylvania, (Mr. Jowes,] that I deem it un- | 
necessary to say a word with regard to it. The | 
American party upon this floor, in persisting to 

vote for Mr. Futier—whom I regard as a sound | 
national man, on the ground of his remarks yes- | 
terday, and for whom I entertain the highest 
respeet—are making the principle of a cimple 
change of the naturalization laws paramount to 
any other issue before the country; for that is 
all this House can effect. They deny most une- 
a that they are the enemies of civil and 
religious liberty. All they can accomplish is to 
extend the period of the naturalization laws; and 
this question they make paramount to the ques- 
tion which is agitating the country from one ex- 
treme to the other; and that, too, at a time when 
one hundred and six honorable gentlemen have 


arrayed themselves here in solid phalanx against | 


what we conceive to be the constitutional rights 
of the citizens of the southern States. 


I came here not as a southern man, but for the | 
purpose of codperating with every man of every | 


section to maintain the Constitution of our coun- 
try, and to guard the rights of every State. I 
have the honor to represent, in 


which in all time has shown herself to be emi- 


nently national and conservative on all questions, | 


and I represent a constituency who are not to be 
intimidated by the threats of honorable gentle- 
men, but who “ know their rights, and knowing, 
will dare maintain them.’’ Iam not one of those 


who believe that this Union, hallowed by so many | 


glorious recollectigns, and cemented by the blood 
of the fathers of the Revolution, will be dis- 
solved; but I would warn gentlemen that there is 
a point beyond which endurance might cease to 
be a virtue. Gentlemen may say what they 
please with — to these questions, but I am 
one of those who entertain an abiding faith in the 


—_ of the northern States of this Union; and 
believe, before Heaven, that a fair expression 
of public opinion from that section of our coun- 
try would hurl from power and from place that 
band of Representatives who come here enter- 
taining opinions, as heralded forth by the honor- 
able gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines,] to- 
tally at war with the Constitution. I do not be- 
lieve that the second sober thought of the North 
will affirm the action of many of their Repre- 
sentatives upon this floor. I believe they will 
rally to the of the Constitution and 
of the Union; 


pert, a State | 


good sense, the justice, and the patriotism of the | 


| 
| 





that they will sustain every | 
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principle contained in the 
ocratic cancus. 

Then, sir, here is the point I wished to make: 
that my colleague, [Mr. Zou.icorrer, | and those 
who are acting with him, approving, as he says 
part of the resolution of the Dem- 
ocratic caucus in relation to the Kansas and Ne- | 
braska act, is making the insignificant question 
(comparatively) of a change of the naturalization 
laws paramount to the great question of the 
rights and independence of the southern States 
on the question of slavery. I therefore call wpon 
him, and those honorable gentlemen who coéper- 
ate with him, to drop, for a time, his sentiments | 
—honest ones, [ have no doubt—on this question 
of minor importance, and rally to the banner of the 
Democratic party on this floor, whose opinions 
on the one great question he has announced him- 
self to favor. Let us organize this House, and 
do the business our constituents sent us here to 
do; and then he ean fall back on his advocacy of 
a change of the naturalization laws, and relieve 
himself from the position which, I honestly 
think, he now occupies of preventing an organ- 
ization. These remarks, Mr. Clerk, I submitin 
the kindest spirit, and I hope they will be so re- 
eeived by my honorable colleague and by all 
other gentlemen on this floor. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I again assure the House 
that I anxiously desire to see it organized. But 

et the issue has been made by men of the 

orth, and we are ready to mect that issue as 
becomes men. If the people of the North pro- 
pose to indorse the sentiments of their Repre- 
sentatives here, letus know it. Let us know the 
worst, and provide for it. It has been alleged 
against us in this part of the House that in cau- 
cus we passed a resolution pledging resistance to 
those who are in opposition to the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bit! and to the Administration. Sir, this 
is No tic : for me, or for any other gentleman 
here, toenter into the defense of the Adminis- 
tration. But, sir, when this House shall have 
been organized—and organized I hope it will 
be—I shall be one of the first and most forward 
in doing justice to the present Administration. I 
do not want to be understood here as conveying 
the idea that the Administration is without its 
faults. But, sir, the Administration has proved 
to me that it is at least true to the South on the 
constitutional question, or the question of ques- 
tions which is now overlying and absorbing all 
other questions. The Administration has been 
true and faithful to the constitutional rights of 
the South on the slavery question. So far as the 
Administration is concerned, it has demeaned 
itself as becomes a patriotic one, having due re- 
gard to all portions of the Confederacy; and at 
a proper time, sir, I will say what I think of it. 
Gentlemen may talk of it as they please, but I 
repeat, that at a proper time I shall defend the 
Administration with all my ability on all those 
questions on which I think it is deserving of 
support. 
ut, Mr. Clerk, I have been mortified—not only 
mortified but surprised, at the position taken here 
by some of my southern friends. My brethren 
of the South will pardon me for what I say. 
There are good men, true, patriotic, Christian- 
hearted men from the South, in this House, 
with whom I respectfully differ. I allude to 
those southern gentlemen who belong to the 
American party as they call it. Sir, I am not the 
man to oppose that portion of my friends of the 
South on account of their attachment to that party. 
I know that many of my fellow-citizens at the 
South who went into that organization are just 
as good and patriotic men as there are in this 
country; but I do say, sir, that they have been 
deceived, misled, and imposed upon as to the 
doctrines which they have advocated both before 
the people and in this House. A portion of their 
doctrines I myself am prepared to indorse, and so 
are, I am sure, the whole of my Democratic 
friends; but others of their doctrines I condemn. 
Whether these doctrines enter into the platform 
of the Know Nothing party or not is a matter of 
perfect immateriality to me. 

Sir, I now call the attention of the House and 

of the country to a very few of the ae, of 


resolution of the Dem- 





difficulty between that party and myself. We 
have heard a good deal said in this House and 
elsewhere about Americans ruling America. 
Thatis one of the leading dogmas of my southern 
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Know Nothing friends. Now, sir, I ask thos 
gentlemen, where they will find one member}. 
who is not in favor of the same principle ? Wher 
is there such a man here? Who ishe? Wher 
is he from? I take issue just here with the poy 
tlemen. Let them tell me where is the man wh, 
will say that any but Americans are to py), 
America. There is no gentleman here having 
~ such idea. 

ut, Mr. Clerk, to proceed to the second dooma 
of the American party! They are opposed ig 
foreign pauper, convict, and felon immigration, 
Where, sir, is the man in this House who has aj. 
vocated here or before the people the principle of 
promoting the immigration of foreign paupers 
convicts, or felons? There isno such man -~ 
I am as much opposed to the immigration of fo. 
eign convicts, paupers, and felons, as any man jy 
the country. I agree, then, with the Americay 
party as to that eee also. 

But, Mr. Clerk, there is a third dogma of this 
party with which I do not agree. That dogng 
1s opposition to Catholicism. Now, sir, I difey 
in my religious ideas from the tenets of the Cath. 
olic church as widely as the poles are asunder; byt 
I have ever been, and ever will be, an advocate of 
the doctrine of religious freedom. I am in fayor 
of extending to every man the liberty of worship. 
ing God according to the dictates of his cop. 
science. 

A Voice. So are we. 

Mr. McMULLIN. But, Mr. Clerk, my friends 
from the South will pardon me for saying just 
here, that I cannot agree to their proscriptive cop- 
stitution! Look at their constitution! They 
talk about the Democratic platform laid down ip 
the caucus. They have objected to that plat. 
form, and say that it is Owing to it that the House 
is unable to organize. They say that the cause 
of our non-organization is, that we have laid 
down a platform which has reared up a wall of 
fire between them and us. But, Mr. Clerk, Lask 
the attention of this House to this important fact; 
what matters it to the country as to who presides 
over this House, if our southern brethren only 
come with us, and help to defeat the election to 
the speakership of an Abolitionist, and help to 
elect a Speaker who will be true to the require 
ments of the Constitution, and to the rights of 
every section of the Union? Why should they, 
by their action, throw the House practically into 
the hands of the Abolitionists? 

I have designed, in submitting these remarks 
to my brethren of the American party South, to 
eall their attention, and that of the country gen- 
erally, to the constitution under which that party 
exists, and to the issues therein laid down. Doc- 
trines have been there laid down which should 
never prevail in this or any other country; and 
they must pardon me for my humble objection 
to their constitution, as I deem it utterly incon- 
patible with, and opposed to the principles of this 
republican Government of ours. ; 

r. COX. Will the gentleman from Virginia 
allow me to interrupt him for the purpose of 
asking him a question? 

Mr. McMULLIN yielded. : 

Mr. COX. I desire the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. McMutu1y] to state the particuler 
ee of the American eee which he 

eems inconsistent with republican liberty, and 
hostile to the institutions of the country. I desire 
him to state them specifically and in detail. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I will do so, sir, with 
great pleasure, if the House is disposed just now 
tohearme. [Criesof ‘* No, no!” and ‘Go on!” 
I am admonished, Mr. Clerk, by my friends 
around me not to do so now, [laughter,] and | 
am disposed to accommodate them. F 

Mr. COX. Well, I will withdraw the question 
for the present. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I will inform my worthy 
friend from emi {Mr. Cox,] that at a 
proper time hereafter I will with great pleasure 
answer his question. I will do so when the 
House is organized. I will show him that my 
objections to part of the Know Nothing constitu- 
tion are of an insuperable character, and I think 
I will induce the gentleman himself to think that 


they are. a 
we COX. If the gentleman from Virgins 
{[Mr. McMouttuy} is not willing to answer my 
question now—and I know his reasons; they © 
satisfactory to me, and are, doubtless, 











